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were sent to fill. It secems to we that
the great desire on the part of employ-
meunt brokers hus been in many cases to
secure the fee, irrespective of whether
the situation would suit the particular
client or mot. Provision i made in
the Bill for regulating the scale of fees to
be charged ; and in this respect numerous
cases have oceurred in which heavy fees
have been extorted frowm servants who
were sent sometimes long distances to
positions for which they were nnsuited.
None of the provisions of the Bill will in
any way inflict hardship or injustice on
those labour agencies in the State which
are well conducted. It has been often
stated, when servants were being sent 1o
vacant positions, that if the situations
proved unsuitable, the employment
broker would find them others. No
doubt in the casc of the legitimate broker
that promise is kept fairly well; but it
does not always follow. In many cases
the fees are collected and servants sent
away, and in a week or a fortnight those
servants being found unsuvitable or the
work not fitted for them, they are either
dismissed or have to leave because they
cannot do the work. This Bill seeks in
some degree to protect these persons
from the operations of uuscrupulous
brokers—if I may so call them—who
would do this kind of thing. Some
legislation in this direction is required,
and the Bill has been introduced and
passed in another place with the view to
meeting these wants which have been
brought under notice from time to time.
I move that the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Hon. G. RavpsLy,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 523 o’clock,
until 7830 on the next evening (the
Exhibition of Manufactures to be opened
on the Wednesday afternoon).
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Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
3 o'clock p.m.

Pravers.

PAPER PRESEXTED.

By the MinisTeErR ror Mines: Papers
in conpection with Gold-mining Lease No.
1473 (Legucy West).

QUESTION—CIRCUIT COURT,
GERALDTON.

M=, T. I. BROWN asked the Attorney
General: 1, Is it the iutention of the
Government to establish Cireuit Courts
in the Geraldton District? 2, 1f so,
when ¥ 3, In view of about 40 witnesses
in the Sibley and Wren case, from Cie,
having to be bronght from Cue to Perth,
could the hearing not take place in
Geraldtom, thereby saving considerably
the expense to the Crown?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1 and 2, Whenever Lbhe requirements of
public convenience and ecomnomy iz ad-
ministration of the law require it, cases
whether civil or criminal requiring to be
tried before a Supreme Court Judge will
be tried at Geraldton or other suitable
place. 3, The case of Rex v. Wren will
be tried in Perth, this being the wmore
economic course to pursue having regard
to the special issues likely to arise in the
case. The case of Rex v. Sibley will he
tried at Geraldton.

REPORT—SWEATING INQUIRY.

Mg. Trov bronght up the report of
the select committee on sweating in the
State.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed.



Sweating Inquiry.

Mz. TROY fariher moved—

That the minutes of evidence taken by the
commibtee do Jie npon the table of the House,
but be reserved for the perunsal of members
only, and that the Clerk be instructed to pre-
vent any person from making extracts from or
copies of the same for publication.

Mr. T. H. BATH doubted whether
when "a report was laid on the table of
the House it was competent to restrict
the publication of extracts from the
evidence. The general understunding
had been that when a repert was laid on
the table it was open not only to members
but to the general public, and he would
like to have that point made ¢lear.

Tue PREMIER: A definite ruling
was desirable as to whether a report
when laid on the table beecame public
property. Recently when the analysis
of various whiskies in the State was made
and a report was laid on the table, it
became public property by extracts being
published in the Press, and that nearly
led to an action at law,

Mr. SPEAKER:
225 said :—

All papers and deocuments laid upon the
table of the House shall be considered public.
Papers mnot ordered to be printed may be
inspected at the office of the House at any
time by members, and, unless otherwise
ordered by the Speaker, by other persons, and
copies thereof or extracts therefrom may be
made.

Standing Order 356 read thus :—

Standing Order

The teport of a committee shall be brought _

up by the chairman, or by some other membel
of and appointed by the committee for the
purpose, and may he ordcred to lie upon the
table or otherwise dealt with, as the House
gy direct,

He now ruled that it was permissible for
the hon. member to move the present
motion, umnless the House otherwise
directed.

Tee PREMIER took it that it was
not proposed to print the evidence.

Mr. SPEAKER: That was so, for
reasons stated; and uoder the Standing
Orders the bon. member was entitled to
move the motion he had done.

Tueg PREMIER : If the evidence was
not printed, it could not be laid on the
table.

Mg. Barn:
table.

Tae TREASURER : The first Stand-
ing Order now quoted stated that papers

It could be laid on the
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laid on the table of the House should be
public. Was that nol so¥

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes.

Tae TREASURER : If printed only ¥

Mr. SPEAKER: It was clear from
the words *‘as the House may direct,”
that if the House approved of the
procedure proposed by the hon. member,
the Standing Order was sufficiently com-
plied with. Papers not ordered to be
printed might be inspected ‘‘unless
otherwise ordered by the Speaker.” The
matter was therefore under the Speaker’s
control, and he would not allow the
evidence to become public property.

Question pnt and passed. :

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Hormax, leave of
absence for one fortnight was granted to
the member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor), on the ground of ill-health,

BILL-APPROPRIATION,

Introduced by the TrEAsurEer, and
read a first time. '

SECOND READING.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. Frank
Wilson) : T move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

Mg. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill}: The
startliog statements contained in the
revenue returns for November lead me to
ask the Treasurer whether, in the interests
of the State, he does not deem it
advisable to reconsider the votes of
money both from counsolidated revenue
and from loan for the current year
1906-7. As members who have read
that statement are aware, there is now a
deficit of over £200,000, with every
probability that even if the present rate
at which the deficit is increasing be not
maintained, the Treasurer will not be able
to make ends meet before the end of the
present financialyear. Comparingthe pro-
posed expenditure for 1906-7 with that for
1903-4, and even allowing for the expen-
diture of £1,332,000 from loan, the State
is not likely to secure any advantage this
year as compared with the year men-
tioned, having in view the money avail-
able from consolidated revenue and from
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loan. The amounts spent on Public
Works and on Mines in 1503-4 totalled
over £700,000, while this year the total
of the combined votes is cousiderably
less, to the amount of over £300,000;
and seeing there was £700,000 of loan
expenditure in 1803-4, we shall find that
in spite of the boasted vigorous public
worke policy, paid for out of loan, there
will not be more labour employed for this
year than was employed in 1903-4.
Probably there will be =2 little more
Iabour employed this year than was em-
ployed in 1905-6; but if we recollect that
a great portion of the money will be
absorbed in the purchase of rails which
will have to be imported, and will not
provide employment for our own people,
I think there 15 need for reconsideration
of the votes passed, especially of expen-
diture which was attacked by members
in Qpposition and criticised by the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Tllingworth),
in respect of those works which will not
directly produce revenue, and which will
involve a lurge increase of interest and
sinking fund. As to the future pros-
pects of the finances, the Treasurer may
have some information which leads bim
to believe he can with safety undertake
this nonproductive expenditure; but
in view of the manner in which the
finances are drifting, in view of the
enormous deficit we are piling up, which
I hold there is no hope of reducing
before the end of the financial year, I am
satisfied we are ounly courting difficulty
and disaster for the State if the Treasurer
persists in expending all the moneys in-
cluded in the Loan Estimates. On last
Friday evening we had not the returns
for the month of November; and in view
of the position in which we now find our-
selves, 1t will be interesting to have some
information from the Treasurer as to how
he hopes to finance this State during the
year 1906-7, and during the year which
will immediately follow.

Tae TREASURER (in reply): I
cannot at o moment’s notice go into
details in regard to the financial position,
but I can say with regard to the deficit
with which we are now burdened, that
there are some items of expenditure
which have had to be made this last
month or two which will not he so heavy
in the suceeeding months, and I hope 1t
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Second reading.

will ease the pressure to some exteut.
There is one item to which my attention
has been drawn.  As members are nware,
the subsidy to wmunicipal councils las
been decreased considerably from the
1st November. It naturally tollows that
during the month prior to Novembher
the munieipal councils have donbiless
collected all the wmoney they possibly
conld in order to get the full subsidy
that obtained to the end of their finan-
cial vear; so that during November we
paid out some abnormal sums in the way
of subsidy to municipalities. Of course
I agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that our fivances must necessarily enuse
some anxiety, and they are causing me
some anxiety now, notably the falling off
in our railway earnings. [ cannot dis-
guise from myself that as our railways
during the past month have earned
£22,000 short of what they earned
during the corresponding mouth of last
year, it is an indication that the trade of
the conntry to some extent is falling off;
and as ruilway earnings are a harometer
of the trading community, one cannot
close one’s eves to the fact that trade has
decreased and our railwuy earnings are
short by a very large sum in one mouth.
I would point out that the way to
meet a dificulty of that sort is wuot
to be craven-hearted, not to say we are
going to reconsider our position, recon-
sider our Estimates, stop the work of the
country, and bring affairs to a standstill;
but what we should do is to go forth
boldly, wiile exercising due cantion and
culting down expenditure where it is
necessary. If the railway revenue is
falling off by £22,000 in one month,
and it that is going to be a criterion of
the succeeding months of this financial
year, the Commissioner of Railways must
reduce his expenditure accordingly. We
cannot go on employing numbers of
people if the trade does not warrant that
employment, and the expenditure must
of course be made commensurate with
the earnings of the institution. It is a
commercial institution to that extent,
and must be worked accordingly. The
Treasurer cannot control that sort of
thing, but he can issue instructions to
the departments, or rather request his
colleagues to see that economy is prac-
tised. To delay these Estimates would
only accentuate the position. For the
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Premier and my colleagues, I can say
that if the earnings do not come in
according to our anticipations, we are
goiny to cut down our expenditure; but
wu are not going to dv it in a rush or a
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hurey, because that would cast undue -

hardslip opon those who wre dependent
un the departwents for their living. We

have first of all to be satisfied that the °
earnings are not there in consequence of

diminished trade before we exercise the
econowmies referred to by me.

Mgr. Joryson: Why did vou not tell
that to the people at the last general
election ?

Tue TREASURER : I have preached
thatfor veurs past, that we inustoutaceord-
ing to our cloth. I have said time after
time in the present Parliament that I
hoped the Treasury would be a controlling
office instead of o recording office. To the
present it is simply a recording office.
‘The Treasurer never knows till the end
of a month how be stands, how the
money is going, and then it is too late
to cut down expenditure and economise
for that month.

Mr. Baru: I saw them using red
tape in the court this morning to tie
fowly' legs.

Tre TREASGRER : That seems ex-
travagant. I hope the Attorney General
will ook into the matter.
legs could he done just as well with
string. I rvegret that the Leader of the
Oppusition should have drawn com-
parisons in regard to the labour employed.
Shall we be increasing the labour em-
ployed by stopping the expenditure of
loan money in this country ?  Itisall the
more urgent to put through our pro-
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to put the measure through. We bave
threshed out all the details. Tat the

Bill go to the Upper House, and while
they are considering it and the Hsti-
mates, let us consider the Bills to be
introduced by the Premier and the
Minister for Works in cennection with
the proposed railways.

Question put.

Mge. FouLKEs rose to speak.

Me. SpeaRER: The Treasurer
already replied.

M=r. FourLkEes: I tock it that the hon.

has

© member was only replying to the Leader

i few words.

Tying fowls' .

gramine and try to get the country started -

or & course of progress.

Mz, Batu: I was talkiog only of un-
productive works.

Tee TREASURER : I amn surprised
that the hon. member should suggest
such a thing as the delaying of the pass-
ing of the Iistimates, thus throwing the
whole country into a state of chaos and
disorder. I hope we will pass this Bill,
and that we will get on with the work of
this House and try tuv come to comple-
tion in a few days. We do not wuant to
bave night sittings with the teinperature
as it has beep during the last day or two,
and I am sure my friends opposite do
not want it. Therefore I ask the House

of the Opposition. . _

Msx. Sreaker: The member for Clare-
mont is an old member of this House,
and knows the practice.

Me. Fourkes: I will ask to be ex-
cused on this occasion, in order to say a
I am certain that many
members of this House do not appre-
ciate the readiness on the part of some
Ministers to get upand reply.

Tee Treasurer: You know that
the other night I said it was not wny
reply, when I bad spoken on the Colonial
Secretary’s Estimates and you desired to
speak after me.

Mgr. Fovrkes: [ am not asking a con-
cession this time. The Treusurer is one
of the last frowr whom I would accept a
concession, I do not think it is ad-
visable for & Minister to get up acd reply
so soon, because it prevents members
speaking.

TaE TrEASURER: | waited and looked
round the Chwmber to see if any
member desired to speak, and as I did
not see o move I rose.  The hon. mem-
ber is quite wrong in charging Ministers
with want of courtesy. I am the lust
man in the House to show discourtesy in
any forn.

Mr. Hormax: You are quite right
this time.

Mz. Fovnkes: I do not know whether
the Treasurer wants to prevent my speuk-
ing. The Leader of the Government, at
least he whom we look upon as the
Leader of the Government, has no desire
to do so. I would like to remind the
T'reasurer that he is not the Leader of
the Government.

Mr. Horman: Is the member for
Claremont in order in speaking after the
debate has closed ?
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Mz. SeeaRER: The member for Clare-
mont is not in order in making any per-
sonal reflections.

Mr. Fourkes: I will go on with my
remarks, if you will permit me,

Mr. Speager: It is against the
practice and custom always followed in
this House to speak after the mover has
replied ; but the hon. member said he
wanted to make a few remarks, and I
allowed him to proceed. If the House
objeets, I cannot do so.

Mr. HerrMawyw : Will every member
of the House have an opportunity of fol-
lowing the hon. member ?

Mr. Speaxer: Certainly, if T allow
one member I shall have to allow every
member. I cannot make an exception.
I hope the member will not proceed.

Mr. BATH : T believe it is contrary to
the practice of the House to allow the
hon, member to speak, and to’ prevent
the hon. member and others infringing
what is the rule T move—

That the member for Claremont be now
heard.

Tae PREMIER: If the mewmber
wishes to make any remarks, he will have
an opportunity of doing so in Committee.
It was apparent to every wember of the
House that the Treasurer did hesitate
some time before replying, and gave the
hon. mewber an opportunity of speaking
then.

Mg, SPEAKER: I must put the
motion thut has been moved. 1 was
giving attention to the Treasurer, and he
did wait some moments before replying.
The motion is that the member be now
heard.

Motion passed, leave given.

Mg. FOULKES (Claremont): What
I am anzious to point out is that I agree
very much with what the Treasurer has
said with regard to the proceeds of our
railways, that they are indicative of the
general trade and prosperity of the coun-
try. * But what I want to urge upon the
Government to-day is to see if some steps
cannot be taken with regard to inducing
the Railway Department to encourage the
trade we have in this conotry. I capnot
help thinking a great deal could be done
to encourage the passenger trafie. I
wish to give an example of what I
mean, and why 1 consider the gene-
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in Commitlee.

ral passenger trade of the country should
be encouraged. A short time ago I
wag considering whether I should go to
York in order to attend a sale of stock
that was to take place there af 2 o'clock
in the afternoon. In order to get to
York at 2 o’clock in the afternoon it was
necessary for me to leave Fremantle at
half-past five in the morning, and York
is only 90 miles from Fremantle, yet it
would have been necessary for me to
leave Fremantle at half-past five o’clock to
get to York at 2 o’clock in the afternoon.
If a person wishes to attend a sale of
stock, or attend to any business at York
in the afternocn, he cannot get back to
Perth until half-past 10 or 11 o’clock at
night. That to me is indictive that the
Railway Department could take more
trouble and more active steps to see if
they cannot encourage the trade they have
in this country. We hear coutinuvally
complaints that the freights are heavy to
some of these places, and people complain
bitterly about the rates, and the result
will be that there will be a tendency to
diminish the railway receipts. The
higher the rates the less the trafiic carried
over our railways. That is all T wish to
bring under the notice of the House. Tt
is a matter of serions importance that we
should make our railways pav. The
Railway Department is in a position to
do a great deal of harm to our finances.
I am well agsared of this, that the Com-
missioner of Railways does do his level
best to run our railways well, but he has
such a heavy burden on his shoulders
that i is impossible to attend to the
arrangements of the trafic department.
1 suggest that the Minister for Railways
should consult with the Commissioner to
see if the traffic department could be
made more energetic, and pay more atten-
tion to railway wanagement.

Question (second reading) put and
passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mz. InrineworTH in the Chair—the
Treasurer in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—Collection of Monvys :

Mz. BATH : The Treasurer had abso-
lutely failed Lo appreciate or answer the
point made on the second reading. While
he (Mr. Bath) did nol object to loan ex-



Appropriation Bill:

penditure that “was likely to bring in
increased revenue and help to pay the
interest bill, while we bhad unproductive
works that involved interest being tuken
from the general revenue, it only required
a year or two before the Treasurer and
the State would be brought against the
greatest difficulty, because after ail we
could not go on horrowing. Tt we built
up an increased interest hill and spent
money on unproductive works it would
not pay. It was on that score he asked
for an explanation from the Treasurer
whether he did not think he was placing
the State in a difficulty, practically allow-
ing it to drift on towards bankruptey by
building these unproductive works from
loan funds. On going up the railway
towards Northam yesterday, one could
see where money was expended which,
by proper care, couid he avoided in the
present condition of the finances. Tt
would not mean that the men engaged on
the work would be out of employment,
becanse the Treasurer could find employ-
went for them on the ralways to be con-
structed out. of loaun funds. Along that
line members could see the old track
where the railway ounce was; that was
Luilt out of loun moneys. Then there
was the existing line, it was also built
out of loan funds, and there was a new
deviation which would be shortly iz use,
and then the existing line, now in use,
would become useless as the old grade
wag. This was building up the capita-
listic ¢ost of the railways and invelving
an increase in the interest and sinking
fund without corresponding ircrease in
the earning power. It might reduce the
expenses to a certain degree, but not to the
extent that we had embarked mooey on.
He would rather see the State set apart
each year a certain sum of movey towards
building up a fund out of which such
work might be done. We counld afferd to
wait for some years for the work here
referved to, especially in view of the
financial position.

Mg. GULL agreed entirely with the
Leader of the Opposition, especially in
regard to the Chidlow's Well deviation,
which was one of the worst possible
advertisements the railway management
of this country could have. Nine cut of
ten passengers azked the same question,
“ Why all these side lines ¥ Finding a
grzde wrong, the Railway Department
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would of course, in the first instance,
be justified in rectifying it; but surely
rectification was not necessary every other
vear. The small saving effected by
removing the line 200 or 300 yardsin the
same clasz of country was certainly not
commensurate with the expenditure. The
Chidlow's Well deviation was one of the
most extraordinary thingsever perpetrated
by the Railway Department. Next as to
the question of water supply, while the
deficit was being piled up at the rate of
£40,000 a2 month, the Government were
losing from £80,000 Lo £85,000 a. year on
the Coolgardic Water Scheme, and the
water was lying idle in the dam breeding
fish. Tt was all very well to say that a
big water scheme would be required for
Perth

M=e. JoHNsON:
necessary to-day.

Mr. GULL: Perhaps; but until the
Mundaring supply was exhausted, to pro-
ceed with another scheme would be
wrong. He hoped the Minister for
Works would be able to convince Parlia-
menl, that the Canning scheme was justi-
fied. Tt seemed an utter farce, while
losing £80,000 a wyear on the Cool-

A big scheme was

gardie Water Scheme and starving
Perth for water, to refrain from

taking advantage of the opportuuity
to couvert that loss of £80,000 into a
profit of £20,000 or £30,000 by supply-
ing Perth from Mundariug. The Labour
Government rese to the occasion, and put
in a pipe, but not a big enough pipe.
Such was the jealousy of using the Mun-
daring water for any other purposc than
that for which it was originally intended,
that a small pipe was laid to Guildford
and a larger one to Midland Junction.
Now it was necessary to tear up the
small pipe in Guildford, and put in a
bigger one, so that West Guildford also
might be supplied.

Me. JOHNSON: Discussion on the
Appropriation Bill was usually pro-
ductive of little good, since the measure
sitnply confirmed work already done;
but the present Bill confirmed the atti-
tude taken by the Opposition at the last
general election.  The Labour party had
maintained that, no matter what Gov.
ernment might be in poewer, the deficit
would grow unless the State obtained
increased revenue Dby increased taxation.
He was glad to see that the member for
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Swan (Mr. Gull) at last realised that
the policy of the party which he bad
opposed at the last general election was
the right one and the safeone. TFarther,

" it was matter for congratulation that the
Grovernment also appeared to e realising
this, He could not agree with the
remarks of the member for Swan on the
straightening and regrading of the rail-
way between Perth and Chidlow’s Well,

Mr. Gorn: Between Chidlow’s Well
and Northam.

Mer. JOHNSON : If straightening and
regrading were necessary on the section
between Perth and Chidlow’s Well, it
was also right to straighten and regrade
the section to that important distributing
centre, Northamn,

Mr. Gurr: But it should not be
necessary to build three lines in order fo
get one suitable.

Mr. JOHNSON was not aware that
three Hues bad been built. .

Mg. GuLs : The hon. member should
go and see for himself,

Mg. JOHNSON commended the Rail-
way Department for the work done
between Midland Junction and Chidlow’s
Well. It would make a big difference
in the expense of working that section.
He disagreed also with criticisms levelled
at the Government by the member for
Swan on the ground that Mundaring
water was not used for Perth. That
question had Deen inquired into by the
Labour Government, who had come to
the conclusion that the scheme was im-
practicable. The utmost supply that one
could possibly expect on the basia of the
records of rainfall at Mundaring extend-
ing aver the last 15 or 16 years, under
the most favourable circumstances, was
seven mitlion gallons per day. Not less
than three million gallons per day would
be required for the goldfields and for
places east of Mundaring ; that left for
Perth four million gallons, which was
aseless. Had that quantity of water
been brought to Perth, there would have
Leen the same cry as was now raised for
a comprehensive scheme. No Govern-
ment should embark on a scheme which
would not supply ten million gallons per
day to Perth and the metropolitan area.
The extension of the Mundaring supply
to Guildford and Midland Junction was
justified because the expense was com-
pensated by the supply. No cogineer
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could possibly come to’ any other con-
clusion than that to bring Mundaring
water to Perth, in view of the limited
supply available, would be a wild
scheme.

Tae CHAIRMAN : This was hardly
within the range of the clause.

Me. JOHNSON merely wished to re-
Ply to the remarks of the member for
Swan. He was sorry to say be feaved
that during the present summer the sup-
ply for Perth would be insuflicient, and
he recommended that a stock of 18-inch
pipes be held, so that if necessary
Mundaring water could be supplied to
Maylands. He lotally disagreed, how-
ever, with the Treasurer’s action In
enlarging and extending maing for Perth
wuter supply until there was water to
put through those mains,

THE Treasurpr: What?
people go without water ?

Me. JOHNSON : In a wild moment,
the Treasurer had put the cart before the
horse, and was spending wmoney which
carried interest and sinking fund, on
mains before there was water to put
through them.

Tur TreasurEr: No.

Mg. JOHNSON : The execution of the
Canning water scheme would take five
years.

TeE TkEssursr : Let the hon. mem.
ber state a main that wus without water.

Mz. JOHNSON : The enlarged maing
right through Subiaco.

Let the

Tre 'TrEasureEr: Those all had
water.
Mer. JOHNSON: No. In Mueller

Road a one-inch main, of which the
people had complained as not supplving
sufficient water, had been taken up and
a three-inch main substituted, but that
three-inch main contained no more water,
and the residents of Mueller Road wounld
be called on to limit their consumption
during the summer. The same thing
would apply in many distvicts. At
Maylands the hon. gentlemun had put
down mains, but had no wuter fo put
through them. The pevple of Maylaunds,
in facl, complained that they did not
want this water supply, having wells
which would have filled their require-
ments for a year ar two vet. Tt woeuld
be absolutely necessary hefore the summer
went through. The member for Swan
also referred
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Tue CHAIRMAN could not allow the
hon. member to proceed.
the discussion was out of order. He
simply allowed it hecaunse the second
reiding had been hurried. No explana-
tien would be in order ngw.

Mgr. JOBNSTON had no desire to
disagree with the Chairman. He was
sorry one member had been allowed to
bring this forward and discuss it. He
totully  disagreed with the remarks of
that hon. member, and destred to record
his disagreement. However, he had no
more to say on the question if it was out
of order.

Tre MINISTER FOB MINES: In
regard to the duplication which appeared
.on the Estimates, he only wished to
reiterate the statement made the other
night in ¢connection with the Loan Esti-
mates. He wished to point out that this
duplication would only extend as far as
Speover’s Brook.  Tu 1905 the autho-
risation tor this work was £82 648, of
which £20.788 wus expended. Since

(4 Decesses, 1906.3

The whole of -
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then there had been a farther authorisa-

tion of £19.618 for duplication from
Wooroleo to Buker's Hill, of which
£1,435 had heen spent up to the 30th
June. Probably most of the £19,0600
authorised at that time had heen ex-
pended. He took no responsibility for
the authorisation of this work, but it
would be saicidal to stop the work until
it was completed to Spencer's Brook.
He had already pointed cut that o big
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there should be no farther duph(,a.tlon of
this line. Mcmbers would have an
opportunity when any farther Loan Esti-
mates were brought before the House to
see that money was not provided for
extension beyond that point, unless they
so desired. He simply wished to make
these observations on account of the re.
marks by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. HOLMAN : It would be useless
to dwell very long on this measure, see-
ing the large number of Ministerial sup-
porters in the House—we had three
Ministers and two supporters. He con-
sidered that this, day after day and night
after night, was not « fair thing to the
Committee or to the Assembly. He
would ask the Ministry to try to keep
a House to show some kind of decency
when matters were being discussed. In
regard to the iten of £62,921 from
moneys to the credit of the Trust Fund,
would there be any possibility of getting
an amount like this again, tospend in the
near future P Did the hon. gentlemen an.
ticipate this year that an amount would be
left vnspent in conunection with the de-
velopment of mining on the goldfields and

. opening up of our mineral resources, and

devoted to the same purposes as this?

' This £62,000 had always in the past been

reduction of expenditure in connection .

with working the railways would eusue
from carrving out this work, and there
would be greater safeiy to the travelling
public.  On going to the expense of
such a work as the duplication of the
ling, earnest consideration should be
given to the necessity of regrading and
st aightening the line as far as pomnbl(&
He did not think that in any single in-
stunce a line had been dupll(.a.tcd and
then pulled down and the work started
over again.

Me. Bar: Members were only talk-
ing of the way the old lines vsed to go.

Tur MINISTER FOR DINES:
Spencer's Brook was as far us the dupli-
culion was coing.  He gave an assurance
to the Honse the other uwht that as far
as he was concerned and the Government
were concerned they thought that, unless

there was speciul parliamentary wuthority, |

spent out of revenue.

THeE Treasvrer: There were other
purposes than the developicnt of mining.

Mx. HOLMAN: The amount could
have been devoled to compleling some of
the lean work we bad at the present
time. Would there be a possibility of
having funds the same as these in the
fnture?

Tae CHAIRMAN : Questions of that
kind did not come within the scope of the
clause.

Mr. Honmax could prolong the debate
by moving that the amount be struck
out, but he did not desire to do that.

Tue Cuareman: The hon. member
could not do that.

Mr. HorLwax: It was absolutely useless
discussing the Bill.

Tue CHateMan: The Estimates had
heen passed and had been reported.

Mxr. Horman ecalled aitention to the
state of the House,

Tre TREASUREER: Let the hon. mem-
ber look at his own side.
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Tae Crarrman: The Appropriation
Bill was only & formal matter, unless one
wanted to block it altogether.

Bells run and quorum formed.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2 —agreed to.

Schedules, Preamble, Title —agreed to.

Bill reported without anendwment; the
report adopted.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—EXCESS (Five Ygars).
SECOND READING,

Tree TREASURER (Hon. F. Wilson) :
In moving that this Bill be read a second
time, I have to explain to the House
that it really covers the last five years,
1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, and 1906. I
only propose to deal very briefly with the
last financial year. The previous years
of course concern my predecessors, and
probably these details can be explained
by them if necessary, though I do not
think the necessity is now apparent. The
passing of Excess Bills is only a formal
matfer, becanse the whole of the expendi-
ture covered by such excess 18 dealt with
annually in the Auditor General's annual
teports, and each year the Estimates of
Expenditure cover any expenditure in
excess that may be in these Bills. Last
year our excess expenditure, as members
will see by this Bill, was £84,307. That
represents the moneys speunt in excess of
parlizmentary authorisations. Of course
the Treasurer has power under the Audit
Act to transfer avy surplus amounats
from item to item in the same sub-
division of any department, and this
power has been utilised as is customarv,
this £84,000 being the balance which
could not be so transferred. Members
will remember that there is an advance
account of £150,000. This espenditure
ig all debited against the Treasurer’s
advance account, and wmonth by month
at the end of each month it 1s trans-
ferred to its own division. This ex-
penditure, as T  before mentioned, is
given in the Budget Statement. The
full expenditure includes the excess
expenditure, and each item is shown

[ASSEMBLY.
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in the expenditure coluwn iuv the
Treasurer’'s Estimates as having been in-
curred during the previous financial yeur.
The general loan fund excesses indicate
that the parliamentary appropriation has
been exceeded, not the loan authorisation.
For instance, if we take an item of say
£30,000 as being in the Toan Bill, and
if £5,000 of this amount a.l)pem'ed in the
Loan Estimates for any gitven year, and
if during that year say £6,000 wus ex-
pended, there would be an excess of
£1,000 to be passed by such a Bill as
thie, as against the General Loan Fund.
If the loan authorisation was exceeded,
this £1,000 would be a charge against
the Loan Suspeunse Account in the Ixcess
Bill, and, as I explained previously in
respect of the Loan Suspense Account,
would have to be covered by subsequent
Loan Bills introduced to Parliament.
That, I think, pretty clearly explains the
position, In Committee I shall be glad,
as well as I possibly can, to answer any
questions on the items.  Perbaps, to bring
the matter home, I may point out an item
on page 69, in the schedule for 1905-6,
the financial year just past. Members
will see under “Compassionate Allow-
ances” certuin items umonuting in all to
£5692 12s. 9d.; and if they turn to the
Estimates of Expenditare, page 31, the
Coloniul Treasurer’s Department, they
will find under * Compussionate Allow.
ances” the items to which I bave just
referred, set down in the column for that
vear’s expenditure, but of course not
carried forwurd. The same course is
followed throughout the Estimates. The
only items that cannot be particulurised
are salaries, because an underdraft is set
off against an overdraft, and is not shown
in detail. Butall contingencies are shown
in the Excess Bill, in such a manner that
they can be fraced to the Estiwates, and
vice versa. 1 move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

M=z. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison):
I shall not delay the House on the
second reading, for T recognise this is
ouly a formal measure. Probably it
should have been brought in eurlier.
[Tue Tressurer: Year by year.] Yes.
Bat [ intend to ask for some information
on two items. Some years ago items
were struck out of the Estimates when in
Committee, and I find that the amounts
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of these items bave since been paid. The
items represent pensions; and I should
like to know in what position we are
when we strike out items which are sub-
sequently reinserted and paid under
Form J,

Tue Premigr: None were so treated
during the [ast threc years.

Mgr. HOLMAN: That is so. I am

now speaking of the year 1902-3; but
some of the present Ministers were
Miunisters at that time. The Committee
debated those items, though I do not
think any Mimster at this moment on the
Treasury bench wus a member of the
. Assembly ut that time. However, I
should like to know whether it is of any
- use to strike outan item in the Estimates,
if it can be reinserted subsequently and
paid withouat the consent of Parliament.
Apparently the Government can, after
going iuto vecess, pay any amount, even
it it has been struck out in Committee.
If that is so. 1T maintain the time we
spend in discussing the Estimates is
almost. entirely wasted, because if this
can be doue, unless in some very special
circumstances it be necessary, striking
out the items will be useless, and it will
be no use our discussing the KEsti-
mates at any time. I ask for in-
formation regarding these two pensions,
so as to give Ministers an opportunity
of finding out why the itewms were rein-
serted after being struck out. If it was
absolutely necessarvy to pay these pen-
sions, I maintain it was the duty of the
Government of that day to give some
explanation when the House met next
vear, or when we discussed the next Es.
timates, Unless that be done, we have
absolutely no contro] over the expenditure
of public moneys. That is why I now
raise the question.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mg. InvixoworTH in the Chair, the
Treasyrer in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

(4 Decryser, 1906.]

Schedule A—ugreed to. ,
[

Schedule B—Consolidated Revenue
Fund, excess of expenditure 1902.3: !

Items (Peusions)—Taylor, C. A, late |
clerk Executive Council Office, £50; |
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Berry, G., late clerk to Colonial Trea-
surer, £31 17s. 6d.:

Mg. BOLMAN: Both pensious were
granted under Form J. and not by Par-
liwment. When the Estimates were dis-
cussed in December 1902 both items
were struck out, he {(Mr. Holman) having
maoved the amendments. These two
oficers had been in the service a few
years only, and the striking out was
agreed to by 2 majority of about two to
one; yet the pensions were being paid.
How was that possible; and why, if the
pensions were npecessary, was not some
explanation given when the House re-
assembled P Was it not the custom to
explain such occurrences? Taylor was,
it was stated, a young fellow about 24
years old ; Berry had been in the service
afew years only; and why should any pen-
sions be given to such persons ? The pre-
sent Government were not responsible,
as these cases occurred when Mr. Jumes
wus Premier, the present Minister for
Mines then holding the saume portfolio as
now. If the present Treasurer koew
nothing of the subject, would he obtain
information ¥

Tae TREASURER : As stated on the
second reading, it was impossible that he
should have full explanatory notes on all
the items. Of these two items he bad no
persenal knowledge. If the hon. mem-
ber's statements were correct, and there
could be no reason to doubt them, it
wus very wrong for any Government
to pay items after they had been struck
out of the Estimates. He as Treasorer
would be chary in taking such action, for
he would expect to be havled over the
coals for defving the expressed will of

the House. However, it was not
apparent how a Government could
be prevented from spending such

moneys from the Treasurer's advance
account. The Government were given a
certain lump sum out of which they might
pay extraordinary items not provided for
or not foreseen ; hence the Government
had power to pay and might charge to
excess amounts struck out by Parliament.
The bhon. member should have had an
opportunity, when the Auditor General’s.
report for that year came hefore the
House, of calling attenlion to the items.

Mgr. Houmax: They were not men-
tioned in that report.
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Tue TREASURER : Then Excess
Bills should have been brought down
year by year, when the hon. mewmber
could have taken the Government to
task for paying items which the
Committee bad refused to pass. That
was the only redress mewmbers had.
The Government were responsible for
acts committed against the express wish
of Parliament. Members knew what that
meant, putting the Government out of
office. If the Government had a majority
behind them to say that the action of the
Gtovernment was right or justifiable, then
members had no redress. That was a
position that always would obtain as long
as we had party government.

Mgz. Borrow : Was it not a fact that
only one member on the Treasury bench
was in power in that day ?

Tz TREASURER: That was the
position as far as he could judge.

Mr. BATH: It seemed peculiar and
altogether opposed to parliamentary con-
trol over such important matters on the
Estimates that after the House in Com-
mittee had struck out items, the Govern-
ment could set that verdict at defiance
and rveinstate the items by paying them
out of the Treasurer's advance accountf.
It was evident there were many items
which Parliament had not bad an oppor-
tunity of pronouncing a verdict on, there-
fore the Excess Bill should be brought
down every year. It was a peculiarly
daring piece of business to which the
member for Murchison had called atten-
tion, and it was one worth bringing under
the notice of the Aunditor General with a
view to consulting the Treasurer to see if
the position could not be avoided in the
future,

[ASSEMBLY.)

It would be impossible in an .

Excess Bill to get a verdict of the Com- -

mittee on the question itself, so long as
we had party government.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Mr. Taylor
referred to was in the public service at
the present time. At the time the vote
was taken he was a clerk in the office of
the Executive Council receiving £195
per annum. He was afterwards re-
woved and paid £130 a year in some
other oflice, and then he was given this
pension of £50 a year. That was a
principle which should not be adopted in
any country. This officer was only 26
years of age, and had only been in the

service six years, and was granted a

Fiye years.

pension. For all we knew he might be
getting £200 a year now as well asa
pension.

Tue TREASURER promised to make
inquiries.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was impossible to
do anything with tne itew, but we should
raise these questions so that inguiries
might be made.

Schedule put and passed.

Schedule C—Ezcess expenditure 1303-4
~—agreed to.

Schedule D—Excess expenditure 1904-5
—agreed to.

Schedule
1905-6:

Itemn — Purchase of site for Geodetic
Observatory, Bayswater, £171 10s.:

Mr. BATH: There was a strong
opinion expressed during the passage of
the Estimates in the year under notice in
reference to the Observatory, and the
Committes was vearly wiping out the
Observatory vote. Now we found the
Government purchasing a site for a
geodetic observatogy at Bayswater.

Tue PREMIER: Dr. Hessen, the
astronomer, reached this State in 1905,
and he was commissioned by the Inter-
national Geodetic Society to establish a
station here. The society had a station
at Cordova in the Argentine, and the
object of establishing a station here was
that we were exactly 180 degrees of longi-
tude from the stsation in the Argentine.
It had been ascerfained that the axis of
the earth had a certain variation every
year of about 100 degrees, involving some
variation in latitude, and the object was
to make @& series of observations to
exactly ascertain the extent of the

E — Excess  expenditure

variation. The Government with the
£171 10s. purchased two blocks of
land at Bayswater to recoup Dr.

Hesson the cost of buildings thereon.
It was expected that the observations
would last two years. In a case like this
it was a question of special intercst in
science, znd it was our duty to do our
part to assist the society in making its
researches.

Mr. BATH: Certainly if we were to
become devotees of science, the explana-
tion was satisfactory; hut in these davs
of financial stringency, when it was difli-
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cult to secure bread-und-butter without
troubling alout scientific observations, it
was immaterinl  whether scientists’
opinions were that old mother earth was
going to rick her buck in shifting her
position, or whether earthquakes were
due to the swme cause as stated by a pro-
minent authority on earthquakes. Would
the land obtained for this purpose be
available again to the Government after
the observations hid been completed? If
so, no money would be lost.

Item—Ministerial and Parliameotary
vigits, State Ceremonies, £2,000:

Me. HOLMAN : The Treasurer had
promised some Information on this
matter. The available
showed that, during the time the Labour
Government were in power they spent
something like £100 in travelling about
the vountry, and the present Goverument
spent as much as the Labour Govern-
ment did. although the Premier of the
Labour Government weunt to Tasmania
to attend a conference of Premiers.
When the Minister for DMines was
speaking at Nanpive and Meekatharra
he stated that the Parliameatary and
Ministerial trips during
Government's time cost considerably
more than during the term of the present
Government; hut when the Hxcess Bill
came down that wus proved to he
incorrect.

Tue Treasurer: Did the Goveroor
General visit the State doring the term
of the Labour Governmnent ?

Mz. HOLMAN: No; bhut the Federal
visitors, numbering 20 or 30, visited this
State and were shown over it, and yet the
eost of these ceremonies did not come to
nearly the amount that was expended
during the term of the Rason Grovern-
ment. In spite of 1hat the Minister for
Mines had made throughout his (Mr.
Holman’s) electorate the statement that
the TLabour Government’s expenditure
on this head was cousiderably in excess
of that of previous Governments.

Tue Premier: The people at various
places entertained the Federal guests,

Mg, HOLMAN: That circumstance
did not alter the fact of the excess or the
fuct of the incorrectness of the Minister's
statement.

Tae MinNisTER FOR MInEs:
ments made by himself were quite correct.

[4¢ Deceveer, 1906.)

information -

the Labour -

The state-
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Mr. HOLMAN : The Minister then
stated that the Leader of the Opposition
had represented Ministers as travelling
about the conniry and spending moner.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (in
explanation) : In answer to certain ob-
survations of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion he had said he hoped that during
next session a member of the Labour
party would call for a return showing
the expenses incarred by the two Gov-
ernments in travelling about the countiry.
The inference from this remark was that
the expenses of the Labour Government
were the heavier, but be had made no
direct statoment to thut effect.

Mgz. BATH had pointed out that the
work of udministration was being dome
from Ministerial cars.

Mr. HOLMAN considered that his
remarks were borne out by the Minister’s
explanation. However, members on hoth
sides would do well to make them-
selves thoroughly acquainted with the in-
dustries and locul conditions of the whole
of Western Australia as far as possible.
Yesterday's trip over the Goowmalling
railway, for example, yielded much insight
into the construction of spur lines. It
was doubtful whether, if thut trip had
been made prior to the comstruction of
the line, the line wonld have been built
at all. He now desired the promised
explanation of this expenditure.

Tue TREASURER: The information
could not be given offhand, but he did
not mind promising that a2 return would
be got out and laid on the table of the
House.

Mr. Barn: Were the expenses of the
Governor General’s trip included iu this?

Tur TREASURER believed it was so,
and the expenses amounted to £900 odd.
It must bhe rememnbered that the Governor
General visited the State just subse-
quently to the Tabour Government's
going out of oftice, ut a time when present
Miristers were seeking re-election. There-
fore the arrangements for all this ex-
penditure had been made by the Lahour
Government, and one would have thought
very poorly of them had they not made
those arrangewments,

Mr. Herrmany : Anvhow, the amount
was too much.

Tue TREASURER: The resolution
which had been referred to asked for a
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return of the travelling expenses of
Ministers, and of Ministers ouly.

Mr. HOLMAN: The reason for
inquiring was that attention might be
drawn to the remarks of the Minister for
Mines.

Tae PREMIER: If the hon. member
would turn to 1902-3 figures he would
see expenses in connection with Federal
visitors to the Goldfields Water Supply.
£4,200.

Ttem— Pombart, J. E., Special Allow-
ances in lieu of Reinstatement in the
Public Service, and in satisfaction and
discharge of all claims whatever against
the Governmeut £750:

Mr. JOHNSON: As the result of a
discussion in  Parliament, a distinct
understanding was arrived at that the
adoption of the select committee’s report
on Powbart’s case carried with it not
reinstatement but reappointment. He
had had this expressly recorded, because
he uppreciated that reinstatement carried
with it the payment of an amount of
something like the £750 which had been
donated to Mr, Pombart.

Tae TREASURER remembered the
debute on this matter. A select comn-
mittee was appointed, and that cornmittee
recomnmended reasonable cotpensation.
Parliament endorsed the recomnenda-
tion that Mr. Pombart should be fairly
dealt with Ly the Governnent of the da.v
This was 2 legacy, he thought, from the
Labour Government,.

Mpeg. Jonnsorn: No;
Government.

Tre TREASURER: No. Mr. Moran,
when member for West Perth, abtained
a select comunittee to Inquire into the
case, and in pursuance of the committee’s
recommendation this settlement was
arrived ut. The guestion was submitted,
he believed, to.the Crown law authori-
ties, who advised as to responsibilities
under the resolution of the House and
under the claim. This settlement was '
made as carrying out the intention of the
House.

from the James

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. JOHNSON : Admittedly there
was no use in discussing the matter, but
the House distinctly laid down that no
such sum as this should he paid. The
resolution was that Mr. Pombart should |
be fairly treated by the Government, and |

Five years.

that resolution was interpreted to mean
reappointment in the service.

TeE TrEASURER: Wb interpreted the
resolution ?

Mn, JOHNSON: A perusal of the
discussion would show.  Mr. Moran had
moved o wmotion carrving with it rein-
statement—-in effect, that Mr. Pombart
should be reinstated as from the day

on which he had Deen dismissed
by the James Government. Attention
being called to this by him (Mr
Johnson), Mr. Moran said that the

motion meant nothing of the sort, but
only reappointment. The then Govern.
ment, on the distinet understanding that
ouly reappointment was implied, accepted
the motion, which consequently was car-
vied. The decision of Parliament had
been ignored. He mentioned the matler
to show that the dircet instroction of the
House carried no weight with certain
Ministers.

Tee Tressvrer: Not an instruction
of the House, but the instruction of Mr.
Moran's statement.

Mg. JOHNSON : The instruction was
that of the House, and not that of Mr.
Moran ; and it was perfectly clear. A
reference to Hansard would show exactly
what transpired.

Tre MINISTER FJuR MINES:
While the hou. member (Mr. Johnson)
had stated that the resolution provided
for Mr. Pombart’s reappointment, and
not for his reinstatentent, the effect of the
motion carried on the select committee’s
report was that Mr. Ponbart was entitled
to reinstatement in the Crown Law De-
partment. What was the meaning of re-
instatement ¥ Reiunstatement as of old;
not reaxppointinent to any position which
the Government might offer, but rein-
statement in the Crown Taw Depart-
ment.

Mr. BatH : The hon. gentleman should
read Mr. Moran's statement.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES:
What was the value of any statement
made by a member, or even by a Minis-
ter, in regard to such u matter as this?
The record in the Votes and Proceedings
was that Mr. Moran moved—

That this Honse agrees with the opinion
expressed b} the select committee appointed

last year to inguire into the retircinent of Mr.
J. E. Pombart from the Public Service, to the
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effect that Mr. Pombart was entitled to rein-
statement in the Crown Law Department.

That was the instruction sent from this
House to the Public Service Commis-
sioner ; and of course the inference was
that My. Pombart must be reinstated in
the service to a position certainly not
less than that which he had held before.
Personally he (the Minister) regretted
that the mofion was passed, and he had
never ugreed with it, deeming the action
taken in previous vears warranted. How-
ever, there was no use going into details
now. He had heen nmiuch averse to the
paymeni of this money, but there was no

escape if the resolution of the House wus |

to be carried out. The member fur

Guildford (Mr. Johnson) must take a .

share of any blame. No other course
was open to the present Government. A
posttivn was not available for Mr. Pom-
bart, and compensation had to he paid
him on a basts fixed (if he remembered
rightly) by the Public Service Commis.
si1oner,

Mr, HOLMAN: We all remembered
the matter coming up time and again in
the old Chamber.

Me. Srong: It had heen before Par-
liament six years.

Mr. HOLMAN: All the select com.
mittee had required was that Mr. Pom.
bart should be given a public service
position equal in stutus to that he had
held, no recompense being suggested for
the time he had lost. Mr. Hastie, then
Minister for Justice, offered him a posi-
tion at Yalgoo with a salary of some £4
a week, but the offer wus declined. The
sum of £750 was paid in lien of rein-
statement.

Tae Mivister Fror DMiwes: On
account of the motion passed by the
House.

Mz. HOLMAN : The Public Service
Commissioner had expressed the opinion
that Mr. Pombart was not entitled to
consideration. The amount paid was
large.

Tae MinisTER For Mines: Mr. Pom-
bart ought not to have received any-
thing.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why then was he
compensated ? The adoption of the report
did not force the Government to carrvy
out the recommendation.

(4 Decesrer, 1506.]

" Moran

The Govern- )
ment were responsible for Lhe expendi. ,
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ture.  Many reports of select cominittees
were presented and dropped, as in the
case of Mrs. Tracey, who was probably
more worthy of consideration than Mr.
Pambart.

Mr. JOHNSON: Hansard fully bore
out his statement. When speaking on
the motion of Mr. Moran, he clearly laid
before the House that the Labour Gov-
ernment were not deeply interested in
the matter, but felt it their duty to
explain what the motion if carried meant
to the country, the payment of a large
sum to Mr. Pombart. In reply Mr.
suidd the only desire was to
reinstate Mr. Pombart as a senior
officer, not as a junior, so that he
might be protected in the event of
retrenchment. Nought else was asked
for, unless the Government liked
of their own volition to apply to the
House for a sum by way of compensation.
Mr. Watts, then member for Northam,
moved that the words ** but without any
payment for the interval between sus-
pension and such veinstatement” be
1nserted ; but Mr. Moran said theamend-
ment was unnecessary, because reinstate-
mept as a senior, without compensation,
at a salary of some £250 a year, would
be satisfactory. This clearly showed the
dacisions of Parliament were not final,
but could be overridden by Cabinet.
Members should realise that Parliament
were nof. all-powerful, and that, as in the
Pombart case, the intentions and instrue.
tions of the House could be disregarded.

Tae PREMIER: By Mr. Rason's
Government Mr. Pombart wus offered a
subordinate position, which he wounld not
accept, having been out of the service for
about two and a-half years. The Rason
Government were threatened with a law.
suit unless he received compensation. Tt
was granted reluctantly, after most care-
ful inquiry and comsultation with the
law officers, because the Government
were opposed to the finding of the select
committee, considering that the compen-
sation cluim was exorbitant, The £730
practically amounted to Mr. Pombart's
salary for two and a-half years.

Item—Fencing Fremantle Jetty, £250:

Mr. JOHNSON: The old Fremantle
jetty was useless. Purliament had refused
to authorise this expenditure, vet now it
appeared as au excess. :



3360 Norseman Rathway

The TREASURER: This was ex-
penditure on the long or “sea” jetty,
taken from the harbour trast and vested
in the Fremantle municipality, by whom
it was made u useful promenade.  With-
out a fence it would have been dangerous.
Swimming baths were now being erected
there.

Schedule put and passed.

Schedules F to end—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

THIRD READING.

Bill read & thivd time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—COQLGARDIE-NORSEMAN RAIL-

WAY.
SECOND READING MOVED.

Tar PREMIER (Houn. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said : For
a considerable number of vears the pro-
posed railway to Norseman has been a
snbject of discussion both in and out of
Purliament.
line wonld materiully assist the mines on
the Norseman Goldfield ; secondly, that
it would open up the large wmining,
timber, and firewood forests bhetween
Coolgardie and Norseman, while it would
revive mining operalions on some propel-
ties abandoned because of the heavy

[ASSEMBLY.]

. ruled out of order.

Bill, Second reading.

constraction of this vailway. I was)
1899 that the Forrest (Govermnent fir:
introduced a Toan Bill which provide
for the construction of this line. Afte
passing this Chamber the Norsema
Railway item was struck out by one vot
in another place. In September 190
Sir John Forrest again introduced a Bj
having for its object the carly construc
tion of the railway from Coolgardie t
Norseman, but it was defented by fiv
votes.  In the following mouth, Octobe
1900, a motion was carried in the Legis
lative Council to the effect that a rail
way be constrncted from Coolgardi
southward wia Burbanks aud London
derry, towards Novseman, for o distanc
of at least 25 miles. That wus adopte
by 19 votes to 6, but it was eventunl]
Ever since then th
residents of the Dundas Goldfield and ¢

" Norseman in particilar have endeavoure

First it was counsidered the

. has ever

charge for transporting machinery to the

mines. Of this district I have not so

full a knowledge as is possessed by many

of my friends opposite; but my personal
agquaintance with that portion of the
country dates back to 1892, when I went
through with the ohject of defining the
limits of the Hampton Plains lands, and of

ascertaining whether the new find koown
. gardie to Norseman, and with that objec

as Bavley’s was or was not on the prop-
erty of the Hampton Plains Compauy.
Tt is a well-known matter of history now
that it was found that the new find,
alterwards known as Coolgardie, was one
and a guarter miles within the limits of
the Crown lands, west of the Hampton
Pluins boundarv. My last visit was
suvine few months ago, accompanied by
some members of the House, with the
abject of ascertaining and making inguiry

as to the advisubility of recommending
Cabinet to bring down this Bill for the.

as far as possible to keep the matte
hefore the minds of the public by draw
ing attention to the heavy tax which ha
to be endured by the wining industr
consequent on the isolation of the gold
field, and to the heavy cost incurred o
the cartage of machinery and the necessi
ties of life.  Although & small portion ¢
the goods required for Norsewan ha
been conveyed wiz KEsperance, the wvus
bulk comes from Coolgardie, whicl
been looked wupon us th
distributing centre for the Dunda
field. However, up to date the freight
have heen so excessive as to practicull
cripple development, and at all events t
preclude the working of gmall ninin,
propositions at u profit. The TLahon
Government, led by the member fo
Subiaco, last vear decided that it wus ad
visable thut they should make some in
quiries us to the wlvisubility or other
wise of constructing a railway from Cool

i view a board wns appointed, consist
ing of the Eogineer-in-Chief, the Stat
Mimng Engineer, and the district Traffi
Munager, Mr. Douglas. Those gentleme
seat in separate reports, the Engineer-in
Chief in regard to the cost of construe
tion, and the State Miving Enginee
in regard Lo whether he considered th
construction of this line would materiall:
agsist mining development, while th
District Traffic Blanager confined hi
report to the probuble traffic and th
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working expenses in connection with the ! firewood, and that the construction of

proposed railway. This report was duly
presented to the Government and was
afterwards prinled and laid on the table
of the House, and is now available for
hon. members. Althoagh it was estimated
then by those gentlemen that it could
not possibly ba o payable proposition or
provide working expenses, interest oo
cost of construction, and one per cent.
sinking fund, it was recognised that the
district, owing to its isolated position
and the high rates of carriage and the
consequent high costs generally, had been
handicapped to w great extent, and that
the consiruction of a railway would remove
those diswdvautages and materially in-
crease the development of the field and
its prosperity. Since that report was
made, as members are aware a new field
bas broken out some 60 miles along the
route, known as Higginsville, where there
are af present about 150 to 200
men.  Consequently we may assume
that if those experts were reporting
at the present time they would be
able to tell & much better tale in
regard to the probable traffic as wellasin
regavd to the development of the field.
They pointed out that consideration
should be given to the fact that the State
would indirectly benefit by a decrease in
the rates of cartage on all classes of goods.
It was shown that on something like
2,000 tons of material £10,000 was
paid for cariage, at a rate of £5 per ton
more than it would have been if the same
material had been conveyed by rail. Ifa
saving of £5 per ton could be thus
effecied by baving a railway, it would
bave its immediate effect on the develop-
ment of the district, and the State gene-
rally would derive benefit from it. The
experi ofticers, while not seeing the pos-
sibility of deriving any great revenue
from frewood, remarked that < with the
fine belt of tinber between Condenderry
and Norseman, the mines would have no
fearof thefailure of their firewood supply.”
T recently asked the forest ranger of the
district, Mr. Kelso, than whom no one
has a better knowledge of rhe mining
tunber areas, for a report in connection
with the firewood supply, and he stated
that *at the rate at which timber is being
consumed on the Golden Mile, it was

enly a question of time when the nines !

maust extend their operations in regard to

thie line would mean that an almost
unlimited supply would be provided for
many years to come.” 3Mr. Kelso said :—

The southern boundary of the Burbanks

State Forest crosses the snrveyed line abount
the 14 mile in first-class timber, From this
point to the 26 mile will be opened to the
cutters for the Boulder mines; and hy cutting
out to a three miles lead on either side of the
line, and carting into sidings about four miles
apart, an area of 72 miles will be brought
within the zone of operations.
This country, Mr. Kelso estimates, will cut
out at 2,600 tons per mile, representing a
total tonnage of 187,200 tons. The freight
on this ut 1{d. equals £15,600, irrespee-
tive of revenue that would be derived
from the rents for sidings. Mr. Kelso
estimates that the Burbanks mine will
take, on an average, about two trucks per
day, 14 tons, and that this will come in
from the State Forest on the minimum
charge. He estimates that the Cool-
gardie consumption will be about the
same, with the same freight charge, and
that the Norseman wmines will probably
use about three trucks per day on the
winimum freight.  Speaking of the
mining timber, Mr. Kelso says:—

The mining timber along the whole ronte
of the railway is of exceptionally good
quality, mostly sound and free from gum
veins and cup shakes, and quite equal to the
clags of mining timber brought wp to the
fields from sidings westward of Southern
Cross. .

Any member who has bad an oppor-
tunity of passing through the very fine
forests which this line will traverse
will be able to bear out that report. I
bad recently an opportunity of inspect-
ing some of the logs brought into the
small benches they had erected on some
of the mines at Norseman, and 1 was
surprized to notice the size of the logs,
and how sound they were, and how free
from gum and shakes. The timber was
quite equal to our tuart, and must be a
great factor in assisting mining develop-
ment on that particular field. At the
conclusion of the report of the board of
inquiry, it was emphasised that the line
could not be expected to become a pay-
able proposition, but it was recognised
that few of the lines in the State were
payable propositions when constructed,
aud that the development of the country
by means of railways is a necessity to
enable the State to advance and progress.
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That statement must be ndmitied by il
as & reasonable oune, und looking back at
the revenue returns from the lines which
have been constructed for a few years, it
will be found that their contention is
proved. T went to the trouble of seeing
what the freight returns were on the
South- Western Railway when it was first
constructed. It was opened to traffic on
the 28th August, 1893. The total
cost of this line, by the way, was
something like £410,148, or £2.612 per
mile. Since then many improvements
have been made. The traffic tor the first
completed year's working amounted to
£21,684, while the traffic during 1903-4,
the last year during which sectional earn-
ings were kept separate, was £243,188,
or twelve times the traffic havled over
that railway in the first year after its
construction. Tbat goes a long way to
support the contention, which we must
all recognise is a good one, that if a rail-
way is constructed it must lead to in-
creased traffic. The length of the pro-
posed line from Coolgardie to Norseman
is some 107 miles. From the printed
statement laid before them, members will
be able to arrive at an idea of the cost.
This line will be some 363 miles from
Fremantlee. We will have 451b. rails,
while the ruling gradients will be one in
40, and the sharpest curves will have a
15-chain radius. There is no reason why
we should have anything sbarper in the
shape of curves in that particular coun-
try, though we recognise that in some of
the hilly eonntry of the State it will be
necessary to reduce the radius to 10
chains instead of 15. The eslimated cost
of construction is £81,000, and rails and
fastenings £66.500, or a total cost of
£147,500. It was considered at one
time that it would he advisable to put
down 33lb. rails on this railway, but
after giving due consideration to the fact
that it would only mean a saving of about
£140 a mile, and that it would entail
additional sleepers being used, and that
it would mean that it would not be advis-
able to use some of the heavy rolling-
stock such as we have on the goldfields
railways at present for this traffic to
Norseman, it was considered false
economy to have anything lighter than
45 Ib. rails. For the first 12 miles the
route beara in a southerly direction, pass-
ing close to the townships of Burbanks

[ASSEMBLY.]
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(six viles) aund Londonderry Tank (113
miles), thence proceeding in a south-
easterly direction to Widgemooltha (51
wiles). From there it goes in a gendr.
ally southerly direction, and 10 to 15
miles from Widgemooltha a deviation has
been made to tap the Higginsville field.
This field is something like four miles
distant from the original survey, but the
deviation will cummence a considerable
distance back from a point opposite Hig-
ginsville; consequently it will add very
little practically to the total length of
the line. Proceeding on, it passes close
to the Pioneer or 50-Mile Rocks (79
wiles), where there is a magnificent dam;
thence on to the 15-mile condenser {92
miles) and acros: Lake Cowan, near what
is known as the Causeway (102 miles),
and thence direct to Norseman. At Lon-
donderry, Widgemooltha, and Pioneer
there are dams having a capacity of
3,000,000 gallons, and at the last-inen-
tioned place water could be almost ex-
clusively used for locomotive purposes.
I understand there is a good supply of
water available there for the whole of
the year. The most sconomical estimate
of the cost of construction by the board
of inquiry was £186,000, and that pro-
vided for 451b. rails, an average of £1,740
per mile. Members will consequently
see that our proposal is considerably less
We maintain that the engineers are
erring on -the safe side, and that
it will be found possible to make
the constraction at a good deal less
than we have put on the Estimutes.
I see no reason why that line should cost
any more than the others with the excep-
tion of the additional cost of the freight
on the rails taken there and the higher
price we may have to pay for labour,
which T may take it may be 20 per cent.
on the ruling rate on the coast, that is to
say that while we ygive navvies 8s a day
in the constal districts, we may have to
pay 10s. a day on this goldfield. Looking
at the question from a mining point of
view, I may say that there are 87 mining
leases representing an area of 1,837 acres
in that district, and there are 14 more
leages representing 144 acres being
applied for. There are 20 homestead
leases representing 844 acres, and all of
these will be accommodated by the rail-
way. At Higginsville, a new centre,

| there are in existence 12 gold-mining
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leases representing 144 acres, while 10
gold-mining leases representing 161 acres
are being applied for. OF pastoral leases
there are 152,000 acres held, and 50,000

'4 Decexner, 1906.]

acres available within the influence of .

this line. Turning to what the Dundas
Goldfeld has produced, I am informed

that this field has contributed 290,862 °

fine ounces of gold to the State's gold
vield, valued at £1,235,503, made up as
follows: — Norseman mining centres,
276,167 ounces, valued at £1,173,083;
Dundas, 2,616 ounces, valued at £11,112;
while the remainiog mining centres of
the Dundas Goldfeld have produced
12,079 onnces, of the value of £51,308.
Besides this amouont of gold-mining
there are centres on the Coolgardie Gold-
field which will be affected by this line.
Widgemooltha Goldfield bas produced
4,082 ounces, of the value of £17,33%;
Tondonderry, £17.977 ounces, valued at
£59,371; while Burbanks has produced
170,074 ounces, valued at £730.924. The
new find which was dicovered at Higgins-
ville has already yvielded 1,774 fine ounces
of gold valued at £7408. This new
district gives every promise of great
development. A new find has been
made quite recently at Sampys, close to
Higginsville, which gives prowise of
greal development. Several shows have
been systematically worked, and stone
crushed at the Sons of Erin mire has
given 15 to 20 dwt. to the ton.
State battery returns at Norseman to the
80th September 1906 amounted to
23,857 tons treated, 24,819%0zs. of gold
won, valued at £92,534, whilst there are
16,332 tons of sands treated for £12,150
worth of bullion. Apart from the pub-
lished returns of the leading mines it has
been ascertained that there has been a
balance of roundly 60,0000zs. of gold
bullion from a large nuwber of smaller
mines scattered over a belt of country
some 23 miles in length, extending from
Duandas iz the south to the Peninsula in
the north. Many of these are very pro-
mising prospecting proposition  only
requiring achive development to become
important mines. These are the words
of a unhiased judge in the person of the
State Mining Engineer, Mr. Montgomery.
He states:— :

The Norseman field suffers very severely on

account of its isolated position, as previously
stated, in several important particulars. There

The"
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are two days expensive travelling by coach
from Coolgardie, or five days walking to be
undertaken by men wishing to try there for
employment, and consequently the supply of
casual labour is very hmited, and creates a
a problem difficult of solution when men are
wanted without delay.

In addition to this he points out the fact
that investors looking for investment
will not go to Norsewan, considering the
fact that it means five days travelling
before they are able to get to and from
Coolgardie to that field, therefore they
are likely to pass that locality by in
favour of other localities more casy of
access, The high freights on goods
necessarily have a great effect on the cost
of living, and I understand the arbitra-
tion award for this field is on the highest
seale.

Mr. HoLmax: Doan't talk about some-
thing you kuow nothing about. It is
not.

Tre PREMIER: What is the highest?
It is the bighest award south of the
Murchision. Let me yuote one illustra-
tion :—

Coke costing £4 2s. 6d. in Fremantle costs
£12 10s. in Norseman, ag will be seen from the
following cost of five tons of coke:—Cost,
Fremantle, £20 12s. 6d.; railage Fremantie to
Coolgardie, £8 23. 6d ; agency and charges,
£3 16s.; cartape at 26 por ton, £30; total,
£62 10s. Cement costing 12s. 6d. per barrel
in Fremantle coste £2 16s. in Norseman,
Firebricks costing £8 17s. 6d. per thousand at
Fremantle cost £34 19s, per thousand delivered
on the mines.

Mr. Montgomery in the course of his
report in giving information in regard to
what some of the mines bave spent in
the way of wagesand freight, says that
up to 1902 the Norseman mine spent
£106,000 in wages, £60,000 in stores, and
in plant and machinery £39,000, or a
total expenditure between Coolgardie and
Londonderry of £197,000. The tonnage
crushed to the same date was 73,407
tons on which the cost of carriage was
£17,707, coustituting a charge on every
ton of ore crushed of 4s. 10d. per ton.
Had there Dheen railway communication
the cost would bhave been under 5d. per
ton. The actual cost of freight isnot ihe
ouly handicap that the people lahour
under. We know that where it is neces-
sary to obtain duplicate parts of
machinery, besides the cost entailed there
is a considerable amount of delay. While
in that district instances were brought
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under my notice that owing to the fact |

that it was not possible to obtain dapli-
cate pieces of machinery, in some cases s
much as £300 was expended in struggliog
to carry on the work, whereas if the machi-
nery could have been promptly attended
to that would have been saved. The
Btate Mining Engineer in concluding his
personal report on the vailway states
“That the railway to Worseman will be
un enormouns benefit to the field goes
almost without saying, and there can be
littls question that its construction will
lead to a great expansion of mining
there”” This is the point T would like to
draw members attention to. He states: —

The field is easily able to support ten times -

its population, and there are enormous
promising recfs waiting the attention of com-
panies with capitul to give them proper
mining equipment, and see them through the
initinl development stages out of which several
important mines may be expected to eventuate,
Under existing circumstances the cost of
equipping & mine with machinery is so
exvessive that it can hardly be woundered at
investors taking their attention elsewhere.

The estimated revenue set down by the
members on the board which was
appointed amounts to £5000; but 1
think that is ridiculously low in some
instances they have quoted. In arriving
at the estimate of what the revenue would
be, they give an instance that at the
present time as far as the passengers are
concerned there are something like two
passengers per week travelling between
Norseman and Coolgardie per coach.
Considering there are 1,600 to 2,000
persons living 100 miles from the com-
munication, I think it means instead of
four passengers per week, with railway
communication there is likely to be 100
passengers per week. When I was down
in the district in September last I wasg
struck by the amount of traffic along the
road. We passed about 400 camels on
the way down taking stores, and the
freight on those stores alone would
amount to a considerable sum, as people
were paying in most cases £7 a ton for
every ton of stuff carried. As far asthe
properties juspected are concerned I
would like to vefer to one mine, the
Lady Miller leases. In the opinion of
mining men, if this wine was 1o Kal-
goorlie, instead of employing as it does
from 10 to 15 men it would be employ-
ing something like 200 to 300. To work

Rill, second reading.

this properly it is necessary to have a
20-head mill, together with all modern
applinnces.  Four hundred tons of
machinery will probably be necessary,
and if the shareholders had tv pay £V
10s. per ton for the cartage it would
mean something like £3,000, while with
rallway freight at the present rate that

' machinery would be landed at Norseman

for £350 as against £3,000, which would
be the cost at present. 1t is estimated
that this lease would alone keep some-
thing like 30 head of stamps continually
going. The lode on this property varies
from 10 feet to 40 feet in width. At the
time of my visit there were 4,511 tons
accumulated, whilst the tailings were esti-
mated to be worth another 4dwts. per ton.
Asg an evidence that this mine ia watched,

. it is stated that during the last month

this lease was sold to an English company

© who are prepared to place plant worth
¢+ £30,000 thereon, and they are making

inquiries with a view to making extensive
purchases in the neighbourhood of Miroo.
Another proposition, the Mararoa, is
similarly situated to the Lady Miller, and
is handicapped by reason of the lack of
facilities for economical transport of
mining machinery ete, and the remarks
with respect to the cost of equipment of
the Tady Miller apply equally to the
Mararoa. Six thousand seven hundred
and six tons from this mine yielded 3,019
tons by battery treatment, and the tailings
are reported to be worth 30s. per ton.
There are severul members more inti-
mately acquainted with this particular
district who will be able to indorse what
I have said, and bring other instances
before members as to the necessity that
exists for giving railway facilities to this
field. I have already referred to the fact
that since the report has been made a new
locality has broken out,at Higginsville,
and something like 150 men are employed
there. Stores and a hotel and other con-
veniences are fast being provided. I
would like to say in conclusion that fur
over 10 years the people of Norseman
have struggled against adverse circum-
stances as an evidence of their
faith in the district in mining pro-
perties alone. Quite recently they have
provided somethiog like £11,000, suh.
seribed by business men of the town and
by men working on the mines; and the
mere fact of this subscription is evidence
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thut the people have faith in their dis-
trict, und we ought to assist those who
are prepured to assist themselves. Such
a district, with many development shows,
low-grade propositions, alluvial deposits,
and vast timber and firewood resources,
presents most favourable openings for
new mining developments, and justifies
the Government in asking Parliament to
authorise the construction of the railway
al the earliest possible moment. Flor

that reason we have placed this line at !

the bead of onr developmental railways.
Lastly, a simple indorsement of the pro-
posal for the construction of this railway
to Norseman binds no member fo vote
for a favther exteusion of the line in a
southerly direction. The mere fact that
the people of Norseman are situated
between Cooleardie and Esperance onght
not to imply that they arc to be isolated
for ever, and I take it that this House in
its wisdom will indorse the proposal uow
made, and will give to these people who
have struggled against bard luck for the
past ten or eleven wvears, the railway
facilities that are so cssential if Norse-
man is not tv e wiped vut of existence.
For it is not a guestion of merely helping
the community ahead. The position is
simply this: without railway facilities
the Norseman mines will have to close
down. I hope the House will recognise
the position, and pass this Bill for the
construction of the Coolgardie-Norseman
Railway.

Mr. W.T. EDDY (Coolgardie) : With
many others, T bhope this Bill will he
passed. The goldfields people are indeed
pleased that the Bill has at last been in-
troduced, and that there is now a likeli-
hood of their getting the railway. After
al) the years of baltling, mere particolarly
by goldfelds people, the hope of the
people of Norseman scems at last about
to be realised. The Norseman felds
have been worked since 1893. and for
13 vears the people of Norseman have
heen plugging on.  As stated by the
Premier, the Reuppropriation Bill of
1898, nine yeurs ago, provided an amount
of £5,000-for a railway survey from
Coolgardic 1o Norseman, Sir Jobn

4 Deceyeer, 1906.}

Potrrest, as bas been stated, carried that |

proposal throngh the Assembly; but it
was rejected by the Upper House, which
at the same time threw out several other
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Bills dealing with goldfields railways.
Those other rejected proposals have
since been accepted and executed, and
have proved successful lines, I state
this now merely 1o show that a lot of
voting took place at the particular time
by members of apother place, and T way
siy they recorded nany votes on subjecis
of which they knew but little. In 1894
the Norseman Railway was considered of
such importance as to justify its men-
tion in the Governor's Speechb, and an
amount of £60,000 was proposed for the
preliminary work in connection with ié.
In 1900, again a Bill for its construction
was defeated by & narrow majority. In
debating the Bill then several members
expressed themselves that the line ought
to be built, but they voted against it be-
cause they considered the starcting point
should be Esperance; and, later, a
motion to this effect was carried in
the Upper House Lv = large majority,
ag - the Premier stated. I desire to
point out here that whenever votes
have been taken on this matter various
other important issues wereat stake ; and
now there is occasion to be glad that we
have brought before Parliament a direct
proposition involving no outside issues of
prominence. The feeling in favour
of this milway is I believe almost
unantmous thronghout the wholc State
—-not only in the mining centres hut
also in the constal and agricultural
districts it is considered that the
railway is now warranted. In my opinion
no goldfield outside the big centre of Kal-
goorlie shows greater possibilities than
that of the Norseman country. The
Premier has given figures showing that
an awount of almost 1} wmillions bas
been produced bv the field. Tooking
back to the year 1899 we have the biggest
amount that came from Norseman—
44,214 ounces, of an approximate value
of £177,000. The people of Norseman
were then anticipating that the railway
was cowing along. From that time, un-
fortunately, not getting the railway, de-
velopwents have not been so extensive.
Men holding shows bave been compelled
hy circumstances to depart and let their
shows remain undeveloped. Norseman
is now down to almost half the awmount of
it highest gold production. The figures
of 1899 will, T believe, be considerably
inereased when the railway does arrive
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there should be considerably more than
44,000 ouuces produced by Norseman
annually as soon as the railway is pro-
vided. Farther, I wish to point out in
reference to this railway proposition that
goldfields lines are the best-paying this
State has. Even if the line now proposed
will not be the asset-producer that we
expect it to be and that most of its sup-
porters believe it will be, its construction
15 sowething due to the distriet. T see
no danger in passing the amount of
money required for the construction of
the hne, and I feel sure that our most
sanguine hopes will be realised, for every-
thing points to a payable and prosperous
goldfield at Norseman and in the district
generally. I do not know whether any
opposition will be forthcoming to this
Bill, but if there is I am certain it will
be of a healthy nature. 1 hope the
question will he fairly and honestly de-
bated. There has been for vears a feel-
ing in Parliament, as regards this rail-
way, that there was a danger of its con-
neetion with Esperance. As stated, I
believe in the past many members fought
hard and voted against the construction
of this railway with only one object.
They bad no fear as to the suceess of the
Norseman mines, but they thought the
centres of this State were getting too
close to the coast, too near to the East-
ern States, and they voted agaiust this
railway on that excuse alone. In m

opinion, it is regrettable that such a
feeling should ever crop up; it is almost
pitiable, one might say, that members
of Parliament should have voted against
the construction of this railway simply
on that ground. I desire to inform the
House that at Norseman everything is
prepared and in readiness and waiting

for the construction of this railway.

Norseman has a State battery, and other
heads of stamps are ready and will be

quickly at work when the construction of

the line has been brought about. Cer-
tain other matters one might point out,
An amount of £10,000 was put on last
year's Estimates, or those of the year
before last, for the upkeep of the road
from Coolgardie to Norseman. An
amount of £2,000 has been spent in that
direction, leaviug an unexpended halance
of £800. That tnoney need now not
be expended, although it appears on the
Estinates. Farther, as the Premier
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pointed out, the water dams on the road
to Norseman are in good order and con-
dition, and pleuty of thew; in fact, the
members of the party which accompanied
the Premier to Norseman were much
struck by the enormous dam near Norse-
man—hundreds of thousunds of gallons
of water lying as it were to waste, and
wade no use of. The report which has been
mentioned by the Premier hon. members
will, I think, agree was not a true ar fair
one. That report estimates the number
of people travelling on the road from
Coolgardie to Norseman at about two
per week, which estimate at once
makes the report rvidiculous. As the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
pointed out, it is well known that
hundreds of men on bicycles are passing
to and fro on this road, also many
men adopting the old style of swaggers
walking along with teams, and also men
travelling camels, though certainly there
are not many white men doing this.
The FPremier pointed out that it would be
faiver to estimate the number of men
constantly travelling on that road at 100
or more weekly. Put this against the
two estinated in the report.  In addition,
there are men who canunot afford to travel
by coach because the coach fare alone
from Norseman to Coolgardie is a matter
of £3.

Me. Horman: The coaches used to
run passengers down for about 10s,

Mz. Batr: I understood the coach
fare to be £5.

Me. EDDY : I believe as little as 10s.
may have been charged, but that was
owing to a cutting of rates similar to
that in process now amongst the insur-
ance conpanies.

Mg. Bats: Three pounds is & cheap
couch fare for the distance.

Mr. EDDY : Whether cheap or dear1
do not know, bt many poor men T do
know cannot afford to pay the fare; they
have to take to the “bluey ” and udopt
the old style of swaggers. Hon. mem-
bers who may nol care o aceept wmy
statement, and other statements that will
be made here regarding the possibilities
of this line, will I hope inspect this and
all other railway propositions to be sab-
mitied. I do not ask members tv accept
my word us to the possibilities. T wounld
much prefer that atl hon. members would
| go to Norseman and judge for themselves
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as to the merits or demerits of that |
country,
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be impressed with the fact that the

Speaking as a Coolgardie man, | railway will mean a complete reduction

1 find cven now in Co-.nluardw busiuess | in the cost of carringe of all foodstuffs to

en objecting to the propos:tlou The
Premier must have particularly observed
this spirit of objection, for after 50
miles of the journey to Norseman
bad been cowpleted we fell in with
i coach proprietor, who, having a big
interest, objected sttongl} to the con-
struction of the ruilway. But when
you come to analyse fhe whole of
those objections you find thev were from
personal motives alone, and I know
myself it will be a big injury to me as a
business man in Coolgardie, but I believe
we should drop personal feeling in thig
mwatter. It will be o loss to me in o way,
I believe, considering that my business is
ane of the principal businesses in Cool-
gardie; but we look at things, as [ hope
we all shall, from a wider, more logical,
and more reasonable and patriotic point
of view than that. Speaking generally,
I believe that the future prospects of this
railway are assured, and that the old
coastal jealousy which perbaps did exist
bus been entirely wiped away, and the
people resident in Fremantle and Perth
who have had some fear in the past that
a railway of the kind wmay injure our
port here have nothing at all to fear in
that direction. Surely we have no fear
as far as this city and Fremantle are
coucerngd. Fremantle is the neurest point
to the outside world, and I believe that
when the docks are constructed we shall
have one of the finest ports and cities in
the world.

M=r. BoLrtox:
structed.

Mr. EDDY : Speaking of the future,
the building of railways will 2 my
opinion be of great impertance and a big
factor for the future prosperity of this
State. T expect in years to come {o see
a network of railways connecting all the
agricultural districts with the goldfields
people. Even a line of railway from
Norseman to Albany is a proposition I
believe not many vears distant, connect-
ing the goldfields with big belts of agri.
cultural country. In reference to the
curriage of foodstulfs, particulars bave
been gquoted hy the Premier, and
those members who know the. hard |
work and the big payments that miners

When the dock is con-

have to muke in distant parts wust |

|

those distant goldfields, for railway con-
nection always brings with it a greater
population. We know that on the Norse-
man line to-day there are very few
travellers indeed. The miners and other
men are not o a position to bring their
families and settle there, but wheno this
railway is brought to Norseman it will
mean an increage of population fourfold
or fivefold, and I do not think T should
be saying too much if T said it would be
tenfold in the course of a few years.
Apart albogether from the possibility of
that field we huve enough wood on that
land alone to supply the whole of the
belt of the goldfields around Kalgoorlie
and the big central mining districts for
the next 25 years. This factor in itself
should prevent any objection to the build-
ing of the line. I mean that it would be
an asset in itself, and the carriage of that
wood along the line to the destination of
the several mines would be a return to
the railway. The Premier also spuke of
the Afghans, and it is quite true that
there are Afghans who own 400 camels
on that road. Io 1899 there were 700
camels. Just to make a point here, if I
may be allowed so to do, as to a white
Australia, ot the present moment
Afghans are carrying over that line over
100 tons per trip, which takes about
eight or nine days, showing that we are
paying to these foreigners alone £700 or
£800. I do not propose to labour the
subject any farther. T am sure that this
line would be supported by abler debaters
than myself, men who 1 know are in
favour of this line, and, as I bave said, T
hope that there will be no serivus objec-
tion to it. We have nothing to fear
by the coustruction of this line, and I
Lelieve that when carried into effect it
will mean the development of a field
perhaps not up to the standard of Kal-
goorlie, but a proposition which members
will not regret ussisting.

Mi. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn): T have
only a word or two to say with regard to
this proposition ; principally with respect
to the report, which natorally might bhe
supposed, having been obtained from
alleged experts, to be of some value, I
have not read it for the last 12 months
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or so, but if my memory serves me aright
it wus grossly misleading as to the
probable receipts. One lost sight of the
population of Burbanks, and no less than a
motor-car service is required between
Kalgoorlie and Burbanks. I mentioned
this to the officer, and it was explained
that there was some difficulty with regard
to the letters of reference sent, and that
the officials were expected to report upon
the position of things as they were, and
not as to what the future might be.
Uuder these circummstances, bound wup
with red-tape and so forth, it was likely
that such an absurd estimate as that
would be sent to the Government. There
was another phase of the question too as
far as the traffic receipts were concerned
which was entirely overlooked, namely
that the railway if constructed would be
a feeder to the trunk line, that there
wounld be much larger traffic for the trunk
line as well as the additional traffic that
would be obtained for the branch line.
That was a thing which was overlooked
apparently, and the report as far as that
phase of the question is concerned was
not worth the paper it was written on.
The papers read and the figures given by
the Premier are sc convincing that ap-
parently no members feel disposed to
oppose the construction of the line. He
mentioned that fivepence I think would
be the cost of a ton per mile as against
4s. 10d. now. From personal investigu.-
tion and contact with mining managers
and others I am satisfied that there would
be an enormous development, if the
expectation is realised as to the
carringe of machinery at reasonable
rates and expedition. There has heen
machinery in all directions on the road.
Ounly last year when the ordinary Esti-
mates were being prepared T sobmitted
that £10,000 should be provided for the
repair of roads through my distiict as an
alternative to the Norseman railway. I
am plessed to find that the alternative
to that expenditure is now approaching
consummation, and I suppose that the
£10,000 will be laid aside.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The cost of -

upkeep for roads in that district would

be quite as much as the cost of mainten-
ance of the railway; and the initial cost
of the making of the road would nearly
approach that of the railway which is to
be constructed, the charge for the rail-
way being extremely low.
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the district to be traversed will, as the
Premier pointed out, lead to good develop-
ment in the future. T think that under
the circumstances, there being a general
unanimity of opiniou throughout the
House, the proposal will be carried.

At 6:25, the Speager left the Chair.
At 7:30, Chair resumed.

Mr. C. A. HUDSON (Dundas): The
other evening, when discussing the Loan
Estimates, a question arose whether the
inclusion of certain railway projects in
those Estimates would involve holding
out to the people in the districts con-
cerned a promise that the Government
would construct the railways. I venlure
to say, if there is anything in that
argument, 1t applies with tenfold force to
the Coolgardie-Norseman Railway pro-
ject; because, as the Premier said when
tracing the history of the line, it has been
prowmised for practically ten years to the
people of Norseman. Off and on the
project has heen introduced to this
Assembly by various Governments, and
on two occasions it has been agreed to by
the House. When it was introduced by
Sir John Forrest in 1900, he as Premier
had visited the district, had scen all the
localities which could be served by the
line, and in this House spoke strongly in
favour of its conmstrnetion. 1 will not
delay the House by reading his speech;
but be said the line was warranted by the
mineral resources of the district, and
would be advantageons not only to the
people of Norseman but to the whole of
the State. If the line were justified in
1300, when 16 was promised, I think it is
more fully justified now. No other ruil-
way project in this State has been sub-
mitted to more searching inquiry than
has the Coolgardie-Norseman line. On
nearly every occasion when it was men-
tioned in the Governor’s Speech, or in-
troduced by wmotion in the Chamber,
visits were made to the district by
various officials; and during the rigime
of the Labour Government a special
board was appointed to inguire into the
subject. In his speech to-night the
Premier eularged on the result of that
inquiry, telling the House the report was
favourable; and I recommend 4 perusal
of that report to any member who hus

The line in | any doubts or qualms on the subject;
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because, if any railways are to be built
for the development of the State, the
Covlgardie-Norseman is one which claimns
immediate attention. The district has
not only minerals but timber resonrces
which will be of great value to the

[4 Decenser, 1906.]

wineral belt surroundiog Kalgoorlie. The

Premier pointed out properly tbat no
railway project can be shown to be
absolutely justified on the ground that it
will be a payable proposition from the
jump; and very few railways have proved
payable from the jomp in this or any
other young countrv. Mr. Montgomery
(State Miming Engineer), in his report,
states there is a belt of mineral country
along the whele route of the line.
is not only one cenire to be served, but &
long auriferons belt, extending. as this
expen(.nted and unpre]udlced authority
says, throughout the whole length of the
line. That report was furnished two
yeuars ago, and siuce then, by degrees,
his prophecy has been fulfilled, inaswmuch
as the Higginsville field has been opened
up, farther developments have taken place
south of Burbanks, while at Widge-
mooltha have been found additional
prospects not only of quartz recfs but of
alluvial gold. The test of the stability
of a distriet is, I think, whether it is able
to live by ltself" whether it is able to do
something to justify its existence. And
if that test be applied to the Norseman
district, the Dundas Goldfield, T am sure
the country will not be found wanting.
It has produced twice as much gold as
would pay for us railway, and wore--a
total of 1} million pounds worth of
gold. The peaple of the district, number-

There :

- which

ing between 1,800 and 2,000, have hoen .

working under great disadvantages. Some
of these have been enumerated; the ex-
ceedingly high cost of cartage, the
pxesent average being from COOlgdldle to
Norseman £7 10s. per tou, while the rate
has been us high as £20. In these cir-
cumstances, if a field can continue to
waintain a gold output, L um sure it will
commnend itself to every memnber as a
ficld well deserving of a nulwav and all
will admit that to deprive it of its pro-
mised railway would be altogether unjust,
Other speakers bave dealt mare or less
exhaustively with the subject, but I may
perbaps enlarge on one ur two of the
points mentioned. Some members who
recently visited the district had an oppor-
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tunity of seeing a few of the mines.
They inspected those which could be scen
in daylight, the expedition commencing
about 10 in the morning and finishing
about 5 pm. It is needless to say it was
impossible for those members, including
the Premier, to make anything like an
adequate inspection of the locality,
especially when, as will be seen from the
report of Mr. Montgomery, in the Norse-
man district alone 1s an auriferous belt
20 miles in extent. The average gold
yield is over loz. for every ton milled.
Many propositions are now being worked
which were not inspected by the Premier
and party; aud of these some are pro-
ducing from three to four ounces per ton,
and one in particular recently crushed
about 500 tons, without cyaniding, and
without sands and slimes, for nearly two
ounces per ton. There is a number of
others similarly situated. One mentioned
particularly to-night by the Premier is
known as the Lady Miller, a proposition
requires much capital for its
thorough development; and the ohject of
the railway, I take it, is the development
of the mineral resources of the country,
For that purpose we must have cheap
modesof treatment, whichare possibleonly
by the application of the best machinery
and up-to-date gold-saving apparatus.
It is inpossible to deal with this, and to
get that machinery there at the present
ost of trapsit, which amounts for
machinery to about £10¢ per ton. If a
proposition is opened up—and the people
themselves are guite willing to find the
money to develop it if they can do so
under reasonable conditions—and they
paid #£500 for machinery landed at
Coulgardie, it would cost them another
£500 to get it the additional 100 miles;
so that 1t must strike members of this
Assembly that, unless there is railway
commuuaication, it must be a great handi-
cap ovu the efforts of those people Lo
develop the resources of their own dis-
trict. Not only are they willing to
themselves develop their own resources,
but they find, now that there is mention
of the ruilway, that they will be able to
obtain assistance from outside, There
is plenty of capital ready to be invested
in the Norseman district, if the dis-
advantages that I have mentioned can he
overcome in a reasonable manner; and I
subwit the only possible way, or the
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greatest boon that can be given to the
district, is the assistance in the shape of
a railway. The Tady Miller mine has
already been sold and there will be, as
soon as possible, erected on that mine
some £20,000 to £30000 worth of
machinery. If that be set in order it
will employ from 150 to 200 men alinost
immediately.
being worked by just o few men, at a
profit, a bare profit, just enough to pay
expenses and office expenses over. A
mine is regarded as a profitable concern
if it pays its way. The Mararoa mine
has also been sold, or practically sold;
it is under option ; there has been £1,000
paid for the option, and abont £4,000
has Dbeen spent in development. It is
one of the propositions mentioned in the
report of the State Mining Engineer,
which Mr. Montgomery holds out as last-
ing propositions. He said It will
last for years and employ a lavge number
of men.”
option have done genning work on the
mine and have thoroughly prospected it.
Under the terms on which they hold
the option they had to pay over £1,000
and allow the four men who had been
working the mine previously, who really
would not sell because they had the work

Those who have had the

[ASBEMBLY.]
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another £2 in living expenses owing to
the two days it takes them to yget from
the field to Coolgardie; so that the
women and children of the place are
under a disadvantage in regard to healfh,
because they are not able to obtain what
is obtaivable in most other parts of the
State, a cheap trip to the seaside. The
cost of living at Norseman is necessarily
high on account of the high charges
for cartage; but the people there, in
spite of other disadvantages, are also
deprived of many of the luxuries to be

* obtained in other parts of Western Aus-

of a lifetime before them and did not
want to part with it, to continue working '

at the depth where they were wurking,
80 feet. The people holding the option
have opened up the proposition ata depth
of nearly 300 feet, and have found it to

be quite as good and as prowising at that
depth as where the original owners had -

been working for six or seven years, and
making money. This is the position of
affairs. The railway was justified in
1900, as is evidenced by the vote passed
in this House. It is at present even
more justified than it was at that time.
The personal disadvantsges to the people
arise in coonecticn with the remarks
made by the member for Yilgurn. He
spoke of the possible trafic. We have
special excursicn fares from Lhe goldfields
to Perth und Albany at comparatively
low rates. The sum of £2 will buy a
return ticket from Kalgoorlie to the
coast, bnt the people from Norseman
have to pay £5 for the first 100 miles of
the trip to the coust before they can et
the advantage of the £2, and they have
to spend upon the journey to Coolgardie

' them.

tralia. PFor instance, at the present time
perishable goods have to be carried to
Norseman by coach, becanse it would not
do toallow perishable goods to be on the
road some seven or eight days, and the
freight for fruit upon the coach at the
present time is 3s. 3d. per stone. That is
an exceedingly bigh churge; and then it
is exposed to the weather for two days,
8o that by the time the waste is allowed
for, the people at Norseman have to pay
three times as much for fruit as is paid
in Perth. These are only small issues
members will say. I think a larger one,
and one that should appeal to members
representing agricultural districts, is that
the wore goldfields opened up and the
closer communication established between
the agricultural districts and the gold.
fields districts, the belter it is for the
agriculturists, inasmuch as at the present
timme the best market for the agriculturists
is to be obtained on the goldfields. The
more goldfields opened up and the more
population the agriculeurists of Western
Australia have to serve, the better it is for
Seeing thut the Government are
pledged to the policy of extending agricul-
tural railways, because they are already
building thewn, and to inducing people to
goon the land, surely members will realise
that the development of a field such as
Norseman will increase the markets for
the agriculturists aud improve their posi-
tion 1n Western Australia. The railway
has already been surveyed ; it has been
promised for years,and Iam very pleased
to find this afternoon no one in the
Chamber having anything to say in
opposition to it. So it would be weari-
some for me to farther enlarge on the
advantages of the railway. 1 can only
apypeal to those members whe have epposed
the railway before, some of whom reside



Norseman Ruilway

in other parts of the State and do not
know for themselves the locality, to have
an open mind in vegard to this proposi-
tion. Even though it may not please
them personally, and even though it may
uot work for their constituents any great
advantage, I hope they will be generous,
and that they will also be just. T think
if they approach this proposition with
t]nt spirit. they will realise that every
inguiry made lias justified the constrac-
tion of Lthe railway, and that as the people
of Norseman have been promised it and
are waiting for it, it is only a fair
proposition and only reasonable to expect
that the Bill will pass its second reading
without anv farther epposition.

Mr. J. €. G FOULEKES (Claremont) :
Reference has been made repeatedly in
this debate to the fact that this wailway
has heen promised for a great many
years. - We bave been informed by the
member for Dundas that it was promised
so far back as ten yewrs ago, and that
when Sir John Forrest was in power he
introduced a Bill for the construction of
the railway. 1t has been promised by
gubsequent Premiers; when Mr. Walter
James was Premier, T believe he intro-
duaced a Bill for the construction of this
railway; but there is one curious fact
that has arisen in vegard to the various
proposals made by many Governments
for the counstraction of this railway, nnd
that is that every oue of those Premiers,
and every one of those Governments,
abandoued the proposal.

Mr. Batu: The propusal was not
abandoned by the Labour Goverument.

Mg, FOULKES : The Labour Govern-
meni probably were not long enough in
office to carry out the proposal: I may
be evxcused for forgetting that fact. At
any rate the position is, that all these
various Governments promised the con-
struction of the railway.

Mr. Ware: Was it the railway to
Norseman or the railway to Esperance ?

Mer. FOULKES: The :mlwag to
Norseman.. While these various Govern-
ments were proposing to construct this
railway to Norsewman, there was side by
side a persistent agitation woing on for
the construetion of the l‘all\‘d.j to Esper-.
ance ; and it has all along showed to me |
that the people, more particularly those
on the goldfields, who were in favour of
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constructing a railway to Norsetan were
persistent in their agitation for the con-
struction of a railway to Esperance.

Mr. Horaw: That was during the
pre-federation days.

Mr. FOULKES: It has been the
position up till now. We have had
many members on both sides of the
House warm supporters of the con-
struction of the rallway to Esperance. I
remember very well the fact that the
present, Minister for Mines (Homn. H.
Gregory) has regularly and persistently
supported and voted for the construction
of a railwav to Esperance, and that
though his leader, Mr. Walter James,
had introduced a Bill for and had
announced the fact that he was a sup-
porter of a railway to Norseman, yet it
did not prevent hia  colleague the
Minmister for Mines regularly and per-
sistently voting for the construction of a
railway to Esperance.

Tae Mivister For Mines: Who
voted for a railway to Esperance ?
Me. FOULKES: You did. T am

well aware also of the fact that there are
other members mn the present Ministry
who were strong agitators for the con-
struction of a rzulw.w to Esperance. T
believe the Attorney General has been a
member for muny years of a leagne
started on the goldfields, called the
Esperance Railway League.

Mr. Hormans: He was president of
the league.

Mg. FOULKES: I did not know that.
I have my information on what I think
is good authority. I am quite willing
that the Attorney General should
correct me on the point. I would
be pleased to receive an anbounce-
ment from him that bhe kas abandoned
all ideas in regard to the construction
of a railway to Esperance. Another
member of the present Ministry, the
Treasurer, some years age announced
that he was in favour of the construction
of a railway to Esperance, but I believe
some yedrs afterwards he announced that
he was not so keen or so strong in his
arguments for the coustruction of that
riilway. T mention these facts for the
purpose of reminding the House that if

. this railway is made to Norseman we

shall still have that persistent agitation—
and I believe it. will increase—for the
conttnuatien of the railway to Esperance.
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Mge. CoLrier : That would be & good
thing.

Mg, HErrmany : Hear, hear.

Mr. FOULEES: It is right that the
House should be reminded of these
facts, Tt weans that if the line is con-
tinued to Esperance it will be a serious
thing for the people of this State.

Mgr. WaLger: Why?

Me. FOULKES: T am speaking more
particularly of the people who live in the
coastal districts. It will also be a
serious thing for the goldfields because,
we have uow one rallway to the gold-
fields, and we cannot afford, judging by
the railway finances, to construct another

railway which will compete with the

railway already in existence.

THE ATroRNEY GENERAL: Would the
Norseman Railway compete ?

Mr. FOULKES: The railway to
Esperance would.

THE ATToRNEY GENERAL: It is the
question of the ramilway to Norseman
that is hefore the House.

Mg, FOULKEES: T am merely warning
the House that it may be only & short
time—I do not say this Government will
introduce it; I feel certain they would
. not do so.

Mr. Hupsox: Would you be unjust
to Norseman to save yourself ?

Mg. FOULKES: I do not wish to be
unjust to Norseman. What I am anxious
to do is to remind the House of the
agitation we have heard for many years
for the construction of a railway to

Esperance.

Me. Horaw: The agitation is now
dead.

Mzr. FOULEES: There are mauy

members in the House who ave in favour
of the comstruction of the railway to
Esperance, and I feel guite sure of the
fact that if the line is constructed to
Norseman that agitation will grow, and
will be as persistent in the future as it
has been in the pust. I view with great
apprehension the construction "of this
rallway to Norseman. I admit that it
has been a fair goldfield; but it has not
been always so good. Some members
wish us to believe that the prospects of
this goldfield are particularly good; but
I know this, having looked at the market
quotations, that Norseman mines for
nany years past have not been quoted at

[ASSEMBLY.]
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u very high price, and perhaps in twelve
months time they may be lower.

Mr. Herrmany: That is no eriterion.

Mr. Hopson: What were they quoted
ub ?

Mg, FOULKES: I cannot remember
just now; but I know it to be perfectly
correct that this goldfield has fluctuated
during the past ten years.

Mz Hupson: The Great Fingal does
that.

Mr. FOULKES: I considered it my
duty to point out the great danger we
run in regard to the construetion of this
railway, aud I only wish to repeut once
more that the agitation for the Esper-
ance line will be as strong as ever.,

Me. T. WALKER (Kanowna}: Thelast
speaker seems to think that Esperance
belongs to another State and that 1t is our
duty to treat it as a foreign section of some
country close by, hostile to Fremantle in
particular.  The proposal hefore the
Chamber is unot to take a railway to
Esperance, but simply to couvstruct a
line in the direction of Norseman, to
reach that field. That is all that is pro-
posed now. What future legislators may
do is scarcely at the present moment a
concern of ours. When the time is ripe—
and I aw sure it ultimately will be—for
taking a line to Esperabve, in all possi-
bility Fremantle will then have its dock
and there will be no necessity to be afraid
of any rivalry either in the way of a port
or a 1nilway against existing ports and
interests. The country will have become
so developed that both ports and both
railways will be of service to the citizens,
I for one eannot understand what pre-
vents people seeing that what tends to
develop one section of the State tends to
the development. of the whole of the State.
Any benefit which resvlts from the
carrying out of a railway in the direction
of Esperance to Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie is
w hencfit to every portion of the State.
That is not the policy which has heen
pursued in other parts of the world.
What would bave been said in New
Zealand if Wellington had said that
there should be no poert at Auckland, or
no port at Dunedin (Port Chalmers), or
Lyttleton P What would have been said
if it had been argued that there should
be no railway lines taken from any of
those ports into the interior 7 How is it
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they are so Aourishing ? Ouoly because
there has been no jeulonsy as between
port and port, and on the part of the
legislators especially there has been a
desire Lo see everv possible port upened.
And to the traveller in that part of the
world it is astonishing what 4 little dis.
tance one can go hefore one comes upon
a porl or harbour of some kind where
trade is carried on. Lines of steamships
run round the two islands, calling at all
ports on the eastern side and on the
western side, and on the channel between
the two islands, and all round the South

Tsland in the same way, making w tonr |

of all and doing trade at all, and the
whole of New Zeuland has reccived

henefits from this extensive opening of .

every havbour that nature has given to
the country. Lines have been built
into the interivr from them, so thuat
they have to a very large extent solved the
problem of decentralisation; and instead
of focussing the whole of the prosperity
of the country in one spot they have
distributed it all over the land, and

thervefore they have given to the country |
not ouly greater present prosperity but

larger future possibilities.  Aund that is
really what we want in tbis State. There-
fore 1 cananot for a wmoment understand
that narrow selfishness which, because
we have a port at Fremauwtle, would close
every other port upon our coast lest

there might be some competition, some .

interference with vested interests that
are already established in the State. It
is not those particularly who have vested
interests in and avound Perth or around
Fremantle that we have to consider,. We
have to consider the whole population of
this State, and our legislution should be
aimed at their advantage. Whatever we
do, whatever lines we construct, wherever
we propose 1o open up country, we may
interfere with somebody’s vested interest;
but we shall effect, I hope, by this policy
of progress, benefits to large numbers,
and it is the large numbers we have to
consider. Now it cannot be denied, even
by the hon. member who has just
resumed his seat, thut Norseman is u
promising mining centre. He has teld
us of course that there have been periods
of fluctuation there.  What gold-inining
centre or mining centre of any kind has
not been subject to periodical ups and
downs? Why, even Kalgoorlie itself has
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had eonsiderable fluctuation. And Cool-
gurdie, from which this line starts, what
it history it has had of ups and downs in
this respect ! And yet it was from this
point, Coolgardie, that our first line
started out, that the water track has
started. And yet we see how they have
surpassed the lines of development

" bevond the point at which it was intended

to stop when these great works were
nodertaken. Andwe will see whenthisline
is taken to Norseman that possibly Norse-
man will be only a part of the mineral
belt that will be served by this railway
that we are undertaking to build to-day;
for we cannot suppose Lhat the minerals
will terminate with the terminus of this
proposed railway, We kunow that between
Norseman and Coolgardie, within a very
short period indeed, mineral deposits
have been tapped that showed prowising
resulls, results that have warranted the
investment of cupital ona large scale, that
have induced our Ministers, who are more
interested in companies than they are in
prospectors, into giving them special
favours. We know that bas happened
between Coolgardie and Norseman; so
it may bein the immediate neighbourhood
of Norseman and just beyond in a little
time from now. At all events, this gold-
field has been struggling. The Govern-
ment have had to construct roads to it
and have to keep thoseroadsin travelling
coudition. It has cost the State a Lne
penny to have those roads constructed
and maintained. And I want to know
what greater danger there is in a railway
than in voads. wore especially when a
railway to the spot will cost very little
more to maintain than the roads cost {o
maintain, will employ wore people upon
it than the road employs, and will cost
perhaps as little in construction as it
would have rost originally to construct
thie road. Tt is not anything like in fair
proportion, We have the road, we have
‘buses, and we only want to keep in ad-
vance with this portion of the State us
we do with every other portion. We
want to supplaot Cobb’s coaches with
better means of travellivg in this part of
the State as we wuant to supplant the
wagon, the foot, and the cawmel in other
parts—it is only in consonance with the
progress of this State, especinlly when
shown it can be dome so cheaply. The
original difficuity with the construction of
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the Norseman line wasits expeouse, beconse
it has hitherto been held to be impossible
to construct railway linesunless wedid it on
the expensive scale exhibited in the con-
straction of our main lines. That, of
course, would frighten any Treasurer.
But now that we can do it cheaply, what is
there to fear ? That narrow selfishness,
that fear of troubling some vested interest
at Fremantle, that should not concern
us at all.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
fear.

Me. WALKER: Then I would like
the hon. member to tell us what the tear
really is.

Me. IrtizaworTH: We should send
our goldfields trade to South Australia.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member
vow touches upon a very large question,
and a more or less debatable question.
He points out that Esperance, being in
cloger proximity to Adelaide than is Fre-
mantle, therefore Adelaide being nearer
to Kalgoorlie and the north-east goldfields
via Esperance than it is ¢ie Fremantle,
it will give Adelaide a still further advan-
tage. That is to say, the products of
South Austrulia can be carried cheaper
by way of Esperance to the fields, and
that State will be a more formidable
competifor to us than if those goods had
to be taken by way of Fremantle. But
ig that the way to stop it¥? What should
be done? If this is the problem ahead
of ug, if we are only afraid of Adelaide
in competition with our own producers,
then the policy is to insist by hook or
crook upon getting hold of the Customs
of this State for this State,

Mgr. InningworTH: Which you will
never geb.

Mz, WALKER: And so regulate the
entry of farm produce that we may give
a chance to our own people.

Me. InniveworTH: It is an impossi-
Lility.

Mr. WALKER: It is no more an
impossibility than any other political
problem : it only means backbone, it only
means a little wisdom.

MemBER: It is only a matter of right.

That is not the

Mr. WALKER: Right means wis- |

dom at all times. But I am not advocat-
ing that just now; that is rather off my
track. But even supposing il were put
at the worst, Esperance is the natural
port of the goldficlds, and what right

[ASSEMBIY.]

Bill, sreond reading.

has Fremautle to say * You shall no
have your natural port™? It is their
right to have a port us Northam has, and
is it for us to say that they shall not
have a right of access to the sea by easy
mwethod as every other portion of the
State has? If we arve going on that
ground, why not, us has been suggested,
shut up Geraldton and every other port
on our ¢oast right up to the North?
Why altlow a single bharbour up North?
For somebody with goods may sneak in
there. What is the good of the Pil-
barra line? That will give Adelaide an
advantage over our own producers; it
will then cost less to send goods there
from Adelaide than it will cost the
Northan farmer to send his gonds down
by our railway line and by sea.

Hown. ©. H. Piesse: They will stop
that.

Mr. WALKER : Then why not stop
it in the case of Esperunce? We can do
it in some form or another; and if neces-
sary we can go to the home authorities.
But that is not the question now. It
is only a question of natural justice
which I would use if we were advocating
the Esperance Railway now, to get to
the north-enst goldfields, to Kalgoorlie,
Coolgardie, Eanowna, and the rest
right away to Leonora, and to
give to these: an outlet to the sea by
the nearest route us is given to those in
cluse proximity to the coast, as in the
case of Bunbury or in the case of our
port at Fremantle. We have no right
to stand in the way in this re-
speet; but the purpose now is omly
to take a line to Norseman, and surely
there is more justice in that than there
is in taking a line to Kojonup,
twisting around {c sunit—at all events,

it looks like it—pnlitical purposes,
serving even sume members of this
Housa to an extraordinary degree.

It is just as rational and feasible,
just as honourable and necessary, to
take that line to Norseman as it is to
talie a line to Kojonup. [OrposiTioN
Meupers: More so.] Iam putting the
matter now only in the mildest possible
form, seeing that if these men can have
their dog’s hind-leg of railways through
their pastoral fields, so should the miners
have a means of approaching the main
lines of our State. That is the purpese,
and to allow some parochial feelings and
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fears that will not be realised, mere
dreams, to prevent, one’s doing justice to
a goldfield which has been promised
assistance vear after year, by Ministry
after Ministry, is abscolutely iniquitous
and unjust,

Mr. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : T have but a few words to say.
If T were allowed to take the expressions
of the member for Knnowna (Mr. Walker)
as voicing the opinion of the powers that
be, or of the powers that are to be, I
should have the greatest possible pleasure
in voting against this line; but, as T am
nnable to credit the hon. member with
giving to this question the same amount
of study which he has bestowed on others,
1 hold he does not quite grasp the ques-
tion. I shall not oppose the line, not-
withstanding that the hon. member las
raised some rather serious questions,
questions which huve not been previously
raised in the debate. He referred to
Esperance as a rival port of Fremantle.
To v mind, that does not apply. The
argument which has been used against
the Esperaunce Railway is the competition
with an already existing line. Bsperance
is not necessarily a rival to our chief port,
but the argument is that if you can convey
on your present railway from one seaport
to a centre, and if there is not too much
profit in the traflic, it is surely not profit-
able to construct another railway from
another port to serve that same centre,
without a necessarily ensuing increase of
returns. My objection is that no justifi-
cation exists for building another line to
the goldfield and creating another port.
Moreover, in this case there cannot he a
port without the additional expenditure
of a large sum of money in barbour im-
provements—in fact, another Fremantle,
My idea is that the guestion of rival ports
should hardly enter at all into the con-
sideration. I have not heard before that
Fremantle being the first port, and the
port from which most if not all of the”
goods imported into Western Austrulia
enter for transport direct to the fields, the
question of ports should apply. I

{4 Decevrer, 1906.}

huve gone through the suwmmary of in-

formation supplied to-day, and from a I
glance at the document I am satisfied °
that this railway can never be even the |
first section of an Esperance railway, 1f |
[ were sure, or if I had even a suspicion, |

Bill, second reading. 3375
of what I thought when I first entered
the House, 1 should oppose the railway.
The suspicion I then had was that this
was to Dbe the first section of an Esper-
ance railway, and because T believe in
keeping my word to my electors——

Mrg. Herrarany: Parish pump !

Mg. BOLTON : Notwithstanding that
the member for Cue makes nothing of his
pledges, because of that promise to my
electors.— ~

Mz. Herrmans: There i5 no parish
pump at Cue,

Mr. BOLTON: If T were suspicious
that this railway might become the first
section of a railway to Bsperance, then,
notwithstanding that the proposal to
congtruct it comes from a quarter repre-
sented on this side of the House, I
should oppose it. However, because I
have looked at the information supplied
by the Government, I am satisfied that
this cannot be the first section of a
railway to Esperance. For instance,
take the weight of the rails, 45lbs. Tt
may be urged that the present Bastern
Goldfields Railway was laid with 451b.
rails for some considerable time; but it
was found necessary to improve that line
considerably hefore any running speed
could be attained. Again, the ruling
grade, 1 in 40, would be rather a
serious handicap for an Esperance railway
supplying the goldfields with traffic
from oversca.  Farther, there is the
Gtt. 6in. sleeper; and yet we find (hat in
our constructed railways the sleeper 8ft.
long and 44in. thick is being replaced by
a much heavier hewn sleeper.  So that
i the Government had the least idea of
making this the first section of an Espe-
rance railway, it is clear they would not
put down half-round sleepers 6ft. 6in. in
length. I am satisfied, therefore, that
this is a railway which cannot carry the
Eastern traffic, which cannot supply the
goldfields with the quantity of 1mported
produce now senl over the Eastern Gold-
fields Railway from and through Fre-
mzntle. On a line such as this proposed,
it would not be possible to exceed a speed
of 20 miles an hour; and that maximum
speed would work out, over a distance of
107 miles, to an average of no more than
15 miles an hour. Even if such a line
as this were continuned to Esperance, it
would be impossible to convey over it the
gouds necessary to the goldfields. In
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fact, T know that this line would have to
be pulled up and rebuilt, regraded, and
constructed of heavier rails, before the
goldfields could be supplied over socha
line. I intend to sepport the second
reading of the Bill.

How. F. H. PIESSE (Katauning):
It i3 not my intention to detuin the House
long on this matter. I wish merely to
put myself right in regard to the question
of this railway. Those who have re-
ferred to the previous debate on this
question, some years ago, will have
found that I strongly supported the con-
struction of the line. Indeed I took
such interest in the matter as to
work up support for the railway. The
Assembly approved of the constructlion,
but the project was lost in the Legislalive
Council by one vote. Subsequently it
was revived in 1900, and I opposed the
bnilding of the line at that time For the
reason that the House had uot beeu sup-
plied with certain information which I
thought ought to be forthcoming. How-
ever, I am mnow satisfied that with the
prospects before the people of Norseman
the hne is justifiable.  Certainly it is a
line which ought to have been built at
the time T first advocated it. Had it
heer Lauilt then, we should have seen a
wuch greater development in that part of
the country, because development cun-
not take place at such a vapid rate with<
out the advantages afforded by a railway.
Tn the Norseman district are maoy of
what are termed low-gra-de mines, which,
if cheaper freights had heen afforded,
would undoubtedly have developed to the
advantage of those interested in them,
and at the sane time to the benefit of
the country. 1 was greatly surprised by
the remarks of the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker), who went somewhat out
of his way to make comparisons between
what may be termed agricaltural lines
and the building of mineral lines Asto
the farther compnrison with New Zealand
railways, [ wish to point out that the two
sets of conditions are not at all anale-
gous. The conditions of New Zealand
nre widely dissimilar Erom those existiog
at BEsperance, which moreover are broadly
different from those existing in agricultn-
ral districls of this part of the State.
There is no probability of any great agri-
culturul development in the Esperance
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district.  Certaiuly the land is good once
Esperance is passed, but the conditions
of farming arve not so favourable as
those of the districts traversed by the
Bustern and Great Southern Railways. T
therefore see no prospect of marked agri-
cultural development, and I think conse-
guently there is not likely to be so large a
population located in that part of the
country as is likely to be the case in con-
neetion with the other lines which have
been nentioned. At the timme the guestion
of an ultimate connection of the Norseman
line with Hsperunce, or of the construe-
tion of a rallway from Esperance to the
fields, was first mooted, a good deal of
uneasiness was caused in the country;
because agricultural people were then
beginning to take up residence on our
lund and to develop the country, and it
was congidered probable that the advan-
tages which would have been granted to
Esperance by the construction of the
line, bringing it much nearer to the port
of Adelaide, might prove detrimental to
the growing interests of Western Aus-
tralia. Hence, disquiet and opposition
in certain parts of the State. However,
to-day we stand in & much better posi-
tion. We bave developed our land very
materially, and I do not fear the con-
struction of the line from that uspect
to-day so0 muoch as I did. At the same
time, [ do feel that all we can take mto
consideration now is the construction of
a railway from Coolgardie to Norseman
for the opening up of new industries in
that loculity. The question of its exten-
sion is one which, I take it, will not come
up for many years; and when it does
arise we in the seftled parts of the coun-
try shall be in d much better position to
compete with the Eastern States. We
are to-day 1 a2 most favourable position
even as regards Fremantle, but with the
advantages we hope to obtain in the form
of lower railway freights for the carriage
of our products we shall be able to

“compete successfully with the Eastern

exporter. We are bound, under con-
ditions now ruling, to come into close
contact with him as regards products
which Eastern Australia 1s able to send
here. This shows, us I just said, that
we are now able to compete more suceess-
fully with the products of the Bastern
States. I mention this merely to show
that the position described by the member
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for Kamowna (Mr. Walker) does not '

apply. It is, of course, right fur the
people of this part of the State to protect
their interests and the ioterests of the
people on the land, as was done in the
early days. I am satisfied that the
building of the line will be highly advan-
tageous to the country in the immediate
neighbourhood of Norseman, and also to
the surronnding districts. It will mean
the opening of country to the greater
benefit of the producers of our State by
reason of the trade which will flowto
these parts—the parts Iying near the
toast, and especially Perth and the sur-
rounding district. We shall have amuch
larger market than at present exists;
and I think the member for Kanowna,
being 4 strong protectionist and desirous
that our people should benefit by the
supplyving of this State’s requirements,
will agree with we in this. The con-
struction of the line must prove a. benefit
0 the State generally, and is hound to
welp in the bulding up of a large com-
nunity to the advantage of Western
Australin as a whole. T am indeed glad
0 find this proposal brought forward, for
he Norseman people have been patient
or many yeurs. The low-grade proposi-
ions to which I have referred cannot be
vorked to advantage in the absence of a
ailway, and [ {ully expect that the line
woposed, when built, will add materially
o the wealth of the people in and about
Jorseman, and, 1 may repeat, prove
f benefit to the entire State. I should
wwever like the Government to take
nto consideration that we must not build
hese railways, especially 2 railway such
8 this, on what are termed the cheapest
nethods of construction—at all events,
he methods must not be so cheap as to
ender the economical working of tbe line
lifficult ov impossible. T wish the matter
o be regarded from this standpoint, be.
ause there is bound to be a greater desire
o spend money in the strengthening of o
ailway such as this than would perha.ps
e the case in connection with some agri-

ultural lines, traversing districts where .

imber is plentiful, and where one can
trengthen both to greater advantage and
t less cost than in the case of railways
unning through districts bare of timber.

'his aspect of the matter deserves atten- -

ion.

'
1
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Tae PredMIEr: The Norseman rainfall
is very slight, and therefore the main-
tenance will not be nearly so beavy as in
agricaltural districts,

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : Although I am
not in favour of constructing these rail-
ways regardless of principles of economy,
)et. I should be sorry to see the pendulum
swing too wuch the other way; since
the cost of maiutenance will be rendered
so much heavier, and the loss to the
State in this respect is not compensated
by low initial cost of construction. I
mention this because those who are
taking the matter in hand desive that we
should regard the proposal in all its bear-
ings. Fer this reason I have thrown out
certain suggestions for the consideration
of the Government. I am glad to see
this railway placed on the proposals of
the Ministry, and I hope the verdict of
the House will be favourable towards its
construction.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan): I desire to occupy only a
very short time iu supporting the Bill
before the House, and I would aot have
risen were it not for the fact that I-think

it is necessary to -emphasise that the

present proposal deals only with the con-
struction of a railway between Coolgardie
and Norseman. We are told by the
member for Claremont that this proposal
is to be viewed in a hostile way because
of the bogey which he constructs in his
own mind of a railway to Esperance. It
is most important that the people of
Norseman sheunld have their claim listened
to and justice dealt to them without
heing prejudiced by any bogey of this
charmcter. The question of the construc-
tion of the Esperance line when it does
come up for discussion will, 1 am sure,
be met with epposition, and on the other
hand will be supported by arguments of
a different kind from those that were
advaoced in respect to this proposal
to-night.

Mr. Awgwin: This will be a good
argument, though, in favour of it; a
short distance.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ifthe
hon. member had listened to the exeellent
advice given by the member for North
Fremantle, who has had somé experience
of railways and railway working, he
would have learnt that the present pro-
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posal would he of no use at all fora
trunk line.

Mr. Angwin: We know that a good
deal of regrading has been done.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only other argument against the con-
struction of the line was also advanced
by the member for Claremont, who nrged
that. this proposal to construct a line
from Coolgardie to Norsewnan was bronght
forward by successive Governments
which had promised to ecarry it into
effect, but each of which had abandoned it.
If that is an argumentat all, it is a strong
argunment for carrying it into effect to-
day. Sonwething promised by successive
Gouvernments wust have considerable
merits, and the fuct that the Governments
did pot keep their promises is a strong
argument for retrieving the wrong done
to that locality.

Mr. Fourkgs: Although the various
Governments promised to construct the
railway and abandoned the idea, the
agitation still went on for the construc-
tion of a line to Esperance.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
think that what the hon. meniber wished
to point out was that there was no
special advantage except to miners and
those interested iu mining about Norse-
man and between Norseman and Cool-
gardie, and therefore there was nothing
to congratulate himself npon and nothing
for him to support. I venture to hope
that the House will look at the proposal
not from such a marrow point of view,
hut from a generous, or if not a genvrons
a just, point of view. Even if they are
somewhat selfish let them ask themselves
this: what does the prosperity of Perth
and Fremantle depend upon? Does it
depend upon the fact that in the im-
mediate surroundings there are suburbs
which have been built in a great hurry
and perhaps are to-day somewhat over-
buile? Does it not depend upon the
development of the back country? And
when Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie are
prosperous and the Norseman field
becomes prosperous the result will be felt
in Fremantle and Perth, and the pro-
perties owned by those gentlemen who
look only to their own doorsteps and never
beyond will e ¢hhanced in valee. There-
fore, if they judge it from that selfish
point of view the proposition should
coramend itself to them inmasmuch as it
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will lead to their own advantage.
However, I do not desire to cover
the ground which has been so ably
covered by the Premier, the member
for Coolgardie, and the member for
Dundas, ali of whom have gone intg
the merits of this question, and nove of
whose statements huve heen challenged
or met. T would simply say it is nol
necessary in this discussion for members
to concern themselves with the question
of a line to Esperance. That would be
bringing ia an issue which, possibly,
might be misunderstood, and which is
entively foreign. [Interjection by Mg
Fourrrs.] We find a conumunity
stroggling for 10 or 12 vears againsi
the greatest possible disadvantage, and
which ip spite of that hay continued tc
maintain a certain degree of prosperity.
to maintain a centre of industry in one of
the back portions of the State. They
bave asked again and again—and have
been promised again and again — com.
munication with the more central portion
of the State to develop their country and
the immediate possibilities of their
country in a mwanner that should add
more to the prosperity of the State; and
at lust the wish has come. It is no very
great thing we are asking members tc
consummate to-day, but it is surely ar
act of long-delayed justice. We shal
heat possibly one or two dissentient voice:
in the whole of the House against thit
Bill, and T hope there will be only one o1
two, because I recognise that in anotba
place we have to depend largely on the
unanimity of this House to obtair
sauction for this project. T have nc
doubt that the House will be practically
ananimous, and that although there way
be one or fwo dissentients they will bx
only found amoengst those whe, as I hav
already remarked, are distinguished by
no other quality than a selfish view whict
they take of any proposal which comes
hefore them.

Mz, T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
supporting this railway, I merely desir
to make a few remarks, because I think
it is unnecessary that a supporter of the
railway should go over ground which has
been traversed by the Fremier and the
member for Dundas,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:
member for Coolgardie.

And the
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Mr. BATH: On my appearance in ! tion before this House is whether Norse-

Parliament I think I made wmy first
speech in this House in support of rail-
way communication being granied to the
Norseman field, and the whole of the
development of that goldfield has con-
tinued to justify the view [ then
expressed. I agree with the Attorney
General that it is not a question of
whether members in this House have or
have not advocated a railwar to Fsper-
ance. I myself have taken up the
attitude of advecating the goldfields
being linked up to wbat by nature has
been designed as their natural port; but
the question hefore the House at the
present time is whether the devalopment
of Norseman does or does not justify
railway communication being extended
to ib.

Mgr. Borton: It spreads farther than
that.

Me. BATH: It would be the very
extremity of munifest injustice if mem-
bers were to say that the Norseman
people and people resident in that dis-
trict, struggling as they have been for a
large number of years against very great
dithculties, should be denied what they
have been asking for because of their
geographical position. If later on there
were an opinion in this Assembly in
conjunction with a majority of members
in another place in favour of the exten-
siem of the railway to Esperance, members
of this House who may be opposed to
that project would have to acquiesce with
the wishes of the wajority, just as
members on this side throughout ihe
session bave had to acquiesce in decisions
which have been obnoxions to us but
have been carried by the majority of
the House. The member for Claremont
forgets the fact that fortumately or
unfortupately, 1 do not know which, he
happens to be a member of a wajority,
and as a member of the Ministerial party
he has been able to assist the Govern-
ment in carrying proposals against the
wishes of members sitting on this side.

i

l

And if on some future oceaston a pro-

posul, whether it be a railway proposal
or a legislative preposal, happens to be
carried against his views and he is in a
minority, he will have to bow to the
decision of the majority, just as members
on this side have to bow to-day.

' the time.

The .
whole question which presses for solu- |

wan deserves railway communication or
nof, and it is npon that point that the
decision of this Jouse should be given,
that is for justice te be done. So far as
the Norseman field is coocerned, I have
not a persenul acquaintance with it; but
interested as I am in the development of
our goldfelds, I bave watched the pro-
gress that ficld has made, and it seems
to me that the cause for the railway is
apparent in the fact that this field,
which hus struggled into prominence, has
contribuled a very large proportion or
a vonsiderable amount to the gold yicld
of this State, and is soffering from  the
disabilities under which it labouars at the
present time,  And if we are guided by
the experience of other fields that have
been granted communication, we must
see—even those who oppose the proposal
—that the extension of railway commu-
nication must give a fillipand an impetus
to the industry which will place it in a
still more prominent position. We have
only to take the mineral fields of Aus-
tralia, Broken Hill for instance—see
what it has meant to South Australia,
which naturally has secured the traffie
from that field. Take ficlds like Ben-
digo and Ballarat. You will find
that railways going to those dis-
tricts are amongst the most profitahle
of the Victoriun system. Take New
South Wales, and see what a profitable
propasition the railway to Cobar is.
Then come to Queensland and take the
railways to Charters Towers and Mount
Morgan, and you will find that they are
amongst the most profitable railways
working in those States. A fact known
to anyone who has made a study of our
railway system is that the mineral field
is the one above all otbers the most pro-
fitable for traffic. And what makes 1t
prefitable is this: in regard to other in-
dustries you have to depend upon a con-
gestion of traffic at a certain time of the
year, whilst at other portions of the year
the railway is compuratively idle, whereas
in relation to minmg there is traflic all
There is u big population to
be catered for; there is the constant
carringe of wachinery to be utilised in
the development of new properties; and
there 15 a 'scene of activity throughout the
whole of the year in connection with these
railway propositions.
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Mr. Fourges: So long as the mineral
field lasts.

Me. BATH: If you take the pastoral
or farming district you will find the traflic
is concentrated in one period of the year.
The hon. member says “as loug as the
field lasts.” T have heard a great deal
in this Assembly from members as to the
want of permancney in the mining in-
dustry. We all recognise the fact that
the depreciation of our gold resources
means very much less revenue for that
railway, but we must also recognise in
regard to development in mining that the
increase of invention and the discovery of
new scientific methods have opened up
areas of payable ore which in previous
days could not have been profitably
worked. Although the mines come to an
end, I would challenge the hon. wember
to point to any mining field in the Eastern
States which has been granted railway com-
munication, and which has not maintained
its prosperity and continued in existence
as a source of revenne profitable to the
Railway Department for a great many
years. So far as the Norseman Railway
1s eoncerned we can rely upon this, that
whilst some of the mines may become
worked out and some may have to be
abandoned, others will spring up which
will continue to make that field a profit-
able one for many years to come, one
which will amply justify the extension of
the railway system to that town. One
has only to look at the return of our
railways to find that since the Eastern
Goldfields line was first opened, year by
year the amount earned over and above
working expenses of that line has con-
gistently increased even in spite of the
fact that the Eastern Railway includes the
extension to Menzies, Kanowna, and
other places linked up to the system
prior to the discontinuance of the issue of
sectional returns. Some remarks have
been made in connection with the report
of the advisory board, notably by the
member for Yilgarn, and I think it is
only righl to say that those gentlemen
who constituted that advisory board
mude a very fair and business-like report.
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They were sent there not to indulge in |

prophecy as to the future, or to indulge
in any estimate which after all could not
be regarded as absolutely reliable as
to the prospects of the future traffic
on the railway system. They were there

B, second reading.

to deul with the railway proposition
as it was, and I think we owe o
debt to the advisory -beard for the
way in which they carried out their work,
for the minute investigation which they
made. And T say it is a tribute to the
proposals advocated by the then Premier
that all those railway projects were
reported on by the impartial advisovy
board, who did their duty in so work-
maulike a fushion. It is for politicians
to indulge in hopes for the future, in
roseate views of what the district,
whether mining or agricultural, will ulti-
mately produce; but if we are to appoint
an independent board, we wust let the
board report on each project as it is,
leaving the House which ave responsible
for the expenditure of the money to in-
dulge in hopes for the future prospects of
the scheme, The member for Claremont
and others veferred to the continnal
shelving of the Norseman Railway pro-
ject by successive Ministries. T wish to
disabuse members’ minds of the notion
that the Labour Government ever sholved
or had any desire to shelve this proposal.

Mr. FoyLres: It wasthe persistent
agitation for the Esperance Railway that
was used by varions Governmeats Lo
shelve the Norseman project.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member may
talk of other Governments, but the
Labour Government had no desire to
shelve the proposal. The railway was
reported on by the advisory board, it was
embodied in the railway construction
proposals which the Tabour Government
would have submitted in the financial
programnme at the end of 1905; but we
had not the opportunity of presenting
that programme, and we caunot he
acensed of shelving the proposal, for
political developments prevented ils in-
troduction. I desire now to congratu-
late the Premier and his colleagues on
their baving introduced this Railway Bill,
which I believe is only doing justice to a
district that has had to struggle against
great odds; and I confidently believe
that the construction of this light line
will be a source of skrength, hope, and
inspiration te those connected with the
Norseman field,and that, consequentonthe
construction of the line, we may look to a
period of great development, great pro-
gress, and greal prosperity not only at
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Norseman but in all other parts of the
State.

Mz. J. BREBBER (North Perth):
Right through I think the House has
been lookiug at this matier from one side.
Mewmbers bave not in my opinion asked
themselves what is the real position at
present. 1t appears to me the ques-
tion is, are we prepared to spend
£147,000 of the people’s money to build
a railway to benefit 1,600 people ¥ Those
1,600 people supply four passengers per
week, who travel over the route of the
proposed vailway.

Tur, Preaer: They have supplied
1} millions of gold.

Mr. BREBBER: I will come to the
gold by-and-by. T am now dealing
with the traflic, represented hy four to
six passengers a week. Then I believe
40 tons of goods are carried by camel
teams and hovse teams over the same
track. It needs a goldfields member to
anticipate the development of this field;
and he must use a mugnifying glass
hefore he can see any justification what-
ever for the railway. So far as I can see,
the work that is golng on and the develop-
ment of the field show no such justifica.
tion. '"FThe Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Bath) says he las for years past
watched the progress of the field; but
the member for Coolgurdie (Mr. Eddy)
says the highest ontput in the whole
history of the field was in 1899, and that
cver since the ontput has been declining.
Can we consider the State justified in
spending so large a sum of money to
support a stundstill industry® I could
understand the proposal if it referred to
Black Runge, ur any other new field of
which the output is growing larger and
larger; but heve we have a field which
for ull practical purposes is stagnant. Tt
has made no advancement in its output
since 1899; and as the output is
used to justify the railway, I do not
thiok we should rush rashly into such
a proposal. I say, the only argu-
ment  which
way would be a sfatement that it was
ouly a part of a railway to connect
Esp rance with the goldficlds. Then I
should say the project was sound, for the
railwny eannot pay until it is continued
to Esperunce. The line cannot be justi.

fied unless the traffic from the goldficlds :
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would justify the rail- .
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| already established from Kalgoorlie and
Coolgardie he passed on to Esperance for
transhipment. If the Government are
| prepared to truck goods from the Eastern
| Goldfields to the Southern coast, and
vice verse, the argument for this railway
is sound. The great test ¢f this railway
project is: would any private company
or person ever build a railway costing
£147,600 to benchit 1,600 people?

Mgz. Horax: I have proved that half
a-dozen offers of covstruction were made
by private companies.

Me. BREBBER: T do not think any
private person would spend that sam for
such a purpose.

Me Eppy: What would North Perth
be without a tramline? You would
still be in the bush.

Mr. BREBBER: North Perth would
have gone ahead withouta tramline there
or in Perth either. The question before
us ig the Norseman Railway; and for
those reasons, unless the Government are
making this part of a railway from the
Eastern Goldfields to the coast, I cannot

sce apny justification whatever for the
Bill.

Mz. F. ILLINGWORTH (West
Perth): This guesiion of a railway
to Norseman has been agitated for
many years. When I first stood for
Coolgardic in 18935, the railway frow
Perth to Coolgardie leing then incom-
plete, T was consulted by a great many
Conlgardie people who said it was
desired to construct a rvailway from
Coolgardie to Esperance. I told those
wha consulted me there was no chance
whatever of Parliament consenting to
such a railway; that if they desired
a milway to Norseman, they should
agitate for a railway to Norsemun alone.
But at that time the people would not
listen to a proposal for a railway to
Norseman ; they insisted on a railway all
the way to Esperance. It was the fear
of this that kept back the Norsemnan
railway for all these years. People felt
that building a railway to Esperance
¢ meunt practically banding over to South
Australia the chief traffic of our gold-
fields. South Australia has not been so
very kind to us in the matter of our
overland railway proposal; and South
. Australia bas for all its time lived on
outside resources. It was alinost broken
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when Broken Hill was discovered; aud
that field gave the Colony new life. We

have already done much for South Aus-
‘tralia; but, as has been pointed out on
previous vccastons, if we were to build a
railway from Esperance to the Bastern
Goldfields, we shonld have two lines of
railway feeding the same market. That
has been the one bogey, so to speak, a
very real bogey, preventing the construe-
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tion of the railway to Norseman. To-day
we have from the Government a proposal
for a Norseman Railway; aund on the
fuce of it the intention is to go to Norse-
man and wpo farther. If I had the
slightest suspicion that the railway was
part of a scheme for a line to Esperaunce
which would result in handing over the
goldficlds market to South Australia, I
should strenuously oppose the Bill. But
I take it the Government intend to link
the Norseman field to our present rail-
way system. I should strongly oppose
any line of railway which would cowpete
with our existing system; but a line
which is to be a branch, a link between
our existing railways and another gold-
field, a big auriferous district, presents
itself to wy mind in a different light. I
have noted the points mentioned by the
member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Bolton) —the lightness of the rails, the
shortness of the half-round sleepers—
cverything indicating that this line
is to serve Norseman only; and that

being so, I shall support the Bill.
I wish, however, to be understood
distinctly. Any proposal whatever to

extend this railway to Esperance will
find in me a strong opponent, for the
reasons ably given by Mr. Walter' James

in a speech the report of which I have

just been looking at, but which T shall
not delay the House by reading. In this

case the proposal simply to increase the .

length of our present railway system to
an important mining centre will have my
support, for the rcasoms given by the
member for North Fremantle.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :
As a supporter of the Norseman rail-
way I do not thiok it necessary to dwell
long on the merits of the case. The
only discordant notes are sounded by the
members for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes)
and North Perth (Mr. Brebher).
maim - ut of the former is that as soon |
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as the line is constricted to Norseman
an agitation will be started for its con.
tinuance to Esperance. In my opinion
that agitation has gone for good. We
have not heard a word of it for the
last three or four years at the least. I
do not think there is any possibility of
constructing a roeilway to Esperance fov
some considerable time. However, there
will be time enough to meet that pro-
posal when it is before the House. A
member mentioned South Australia. I
bope the South Australian people do not
yet govern the people of this State. We
are at present quite capable of controlling
our own destiny. When we fail to do
that, the people of South Ausiralin can
interfere. In mny opinion the member
for Claremoent raised this boguyin lieu
of un argument. I do not intend to
dwell on the Esperance Railway, for I
do ot think it is now under consideri.
tian. The member for North Perth
makes light of the numnber of passengers
travelling between Coolgardie and Norse-
mun. He says there are four per week ;
but I can assure bim heis a loug way
out in his estimate. Had he been on
that #rack oaly afew months ago, or
were he to go on it now, he would ncet
scores of travellers to and from Cool-
gardie every day in the week. T have
visited Norseman some three or four
times, and speaking as a representative
of the pgoldfields, I say one of the
first goldfields railways in this State
should be the railway to Norseman;
I will give it all the support I 1)0.:511)1\’
can. In conrection with the goods
trafic to Norseman, the member for
North Perth, if he had tramped out on
that track, would have seen the amount
of gaods guing down there. Tn fact, the
guestion of Norseman itself is not, in my
opinion, the wvuly one we should take
fully into constderation ; because we have
several other centres, and very prowising
ones too, to be served by this mailway,
The member for North Perth considered
that if Norseman was a new aund rising
centre and needed pushing forward, he
would support it; but let me remind him

© that only lutely, during the past year,

The

one of the best discoveries in the Siate
was made at Higginsville. It is one of
the most promising fields in Western
Australia, and it will be a great factor in
preventing the decrease in the outpuot of
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gold. The Premier said that there were
150 to 200 men at Higginsville, but I
think that when 1 was there there was
double that number. 1 have been right
through the place; and knowing a little
about mining, T consider that the line of
reef at Higginsville is vne of the longest
aud most continuous in the State. I am
sure 1t will be permanent.
zone to a certain depth, and the reef lives
as far as they have gone down. There is
a network of reefs through the country;
and when we consider that this country
has not been touched for nine or ten
vears, though thousunds of people have
travelled both ways through the belt, and
that it rewained undiscovered until last
year, we cab believe that as soon as the
railway 1s theve and the people have an
opportunity of looking round, there
will be other finds equully as great
as Higginsville. T urge ou the city
members to consider the decline in the
gold vield. Tt is decreasing by 160,0000z.
each year. We will have a reduction
this year of 150,0000z., or £600.000
worth less than last year’s output; and
the reduction last year on the previous
year’s figures was 100,00002. In the last
two years the reduction has been
£1,000,000 worth of gold, and we must
cousider the best means of stopping any
farther reduction. In my opinion, une
of the best ways to do so is to open up
goldfields districts by giving railway
communication, so that they mav get
their wining timber and fuel at a muoch
cheaper rate than at present, and so that

"4 Divenier, 1906.]
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saveral others are very promising. A
few yeurs ago when the report was made
by the inquiry board, the bulk of the
men were emploved on the Princess
Royal, but at present there are 120 to
130 wen less employed on that mine
than when the report was mude, prob-
ably all those men weing now enguged
in opening up other properties in
and around Norseman and Princess
Rogal. 1 hope the Government, if
they have not already done so, will

- reserve an area of 15 to 20 miles on

T

the people in those districts may have some

of the benefits of civilisation thev cannot
procure until they bave railway commu-
nication with the various ceatres. It is
needless for me to speak at any length in
support of a railway to  Norseman,
becnuse T bave supported the measure
ever since 1 bave been in this Assembly,
that is for the last five years, and I could
add no more to what I said in 1893,
when I spoke in support of the motion
moved by Mr. Thomas for the construc-
tion of the line. I have already said that
in my opinion there are more than double
the number of men the Premier men-
tioned as being at Higginsville, but also
there has been o remarkable increase in
1he number of men on shows at Princess
Royal and Norseman.
land, the Mararoa, the Lady DMaud, and

each side of the railway for firewoold
purposes. T believe they have made a
reserve op one side, but 1 believe it 15 on
the side embracing Lake Cownn, where,
for the most part, the timber is not very
thick about the arms of the lake. T bope
if they have not done soalready, they will
take into consideration this matter of
reserving an area on each side of the line.

Mr. Awxewiy: Where does the Kal-
goorlig-Boulder Firewood Company cut ?

M=z. HOLMAN : The line running ont
from Boulder goes in a different direc-
tion,

Tae Minigrer For Mines: Why do
you want a reserve ?

Mr. HOLMAN: So that the timber
companies will not get it as they have
done in other parts of the goldfields.
We should reserve an area so that the
small man can go on it and cut. We
should let the workers participate in the
profits, instead of giving the whole arca
to one big company, as we have done in
the past. We should give every facility
to the small men to get firewood carried
over the line, instead of having the

. trouble we have had in the past in on-

. Premier's.

. pose of restricting wages.

The Cumber-
! ciple.

nection with privately-owned lines. I
totally disagree with one remark of the
He said that the arbitration
award at Norseran is the highest in the
State. It is far from being the highest.

Tuk Presier: I corvected that.

Mr. HOLMAN; Yes; but the wuges
paid at Norseman now are not unearly
high enough for the privations the workers
have to undergo there. T am opposed to
the State constructing lines for the pur-
I do not know
whether the Premier intended to hint that
when tbe railway was constructed there
would be un opportunity of reducing
wages. [If so, I totally oppose that prin-
The workers have battled in that



3384

Norseman Railwoy

district for a considerable time, and if |

auny benefit is to Dbe had from the
constructiou of the line, they are just as
much entitled lo it as the conipanies. I
suy from personal knowledge that the lot
of the workers in that part of the Stute
is nmot an enviable one. They should
receive every consideration: because we
must look at in this way, that even if the
c¢ompanies leave that part, the working
miners there will have to bear the burden
of the railway, and they should receive
consideration instead of all the considera-
tion being given to the companies. If
we build railways they should be for the
benefit of the people of the State as a
whole, and not for the companies who
take no interest in the State beyond
drawing big dividends.

Tuax PrEMIER : Neurly all those mines
down at Norseman are owuned by local
people.

Me. HOLMAN: A good many of
them ; and you will notice that the mines
owned and worked by local people, to
which the business people contribute,
always pay higher wages than the
foreign companies. The same system
obtaing throughout the Siate. The
Premier remarked that if an accident
occurred to nachinery, considerable delay
and expense bad to be undergone before
the necessary machinery could be secured
to carry on the work. That obtains in
other parts of the State, and although I
do not intend to say one word to oppose
the Norseman Railway, because bad an
opportunity been given we I should cer.
tainly, as T have said before in this
House, have cast wmy vote in favour of
the Norseman Railway being one of the
first rallways in the State to be con-
structed, the people in the Peak Hill
district are situated exactly as are the
people in the Norseman distriet. The
district from Naonine to Peak Hill has
turned out considerahly more gold than
all the centres about Norseman men-
tioned by the Premier. I am sure the
Premier will agree with me that the
country between Nannine and Peak Hill
deserves some consideration.

Tue MintsTER FOor MInes: What is
the distance from Nannine to Peak Hili ¥

Mr. HOLMAN : The shortest distance
between the two places is about 95 miles.
I have already brought this matter before
the House. The effect of spending £1,000
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on the route hetween Naunine and Peak
Hill would be to reduce the length of ihe
journey by 25 miles; but the Government
refused to gpend that sum of money to
enable the traffic to reach Peak Hill by a
shorter route, instead of having to go
round.

TuE PreEnier: What is the object of
going round ?

Mr. HOLMAN: They go round be-
cause it is the old beaten track, the first
track made. They cannot get any vou-
sideration to have it shortened. Ajppli-
cation has been made time after time to
have that matter remedied. However, I
do nof wish that matter to retard the
progress of any other part of the State,
though I consider that when we do justice
to one part of the State, we should do it
in other directions. The gold yield from
North Murchison is considerably more
than that from the centres mentioned by
the Premier, and the district is entitled
to some consideration. The people there
labour under greater disabilities than they
do in the Norseman district, hecause in
the Norseun district they have an ample
supply of mining timber, whereas on the
Murchison there is hardly a stick to le
got within 60 miles of the main mining
camps, and in the near future the whole
of the Murchison must be supplied with
fuel and mining timber from hun-
dreds of miles away, and it must all be
brought by rail. These centres should
receive consideration, or we will see
the gold yield of the State decreasing far
more than it is doing now. I have no de-
sire to delay the passage of this meusure
by bringing forward the disabilities under
which the people in these north-east
districts labour, but we could mention
several districls in Western Australin,
such as the North-West, where the people
are labouring under disabilities as well as
people at Norseman. It s, however,
advisable to draw attention to these
things. I would like to know the source
from which the Premier got his reports iu
connection with the wines in the Norse-
man district, because there are some
statements with which I disagree, such as
the statement with regard to the Lady
Miller mine and other properties. T
hope to be able to ser these reports, be-
cause I do not think they are hardly clear
or satisfactory, to my way of thinking. [
would like to make Farther inquiries tuto
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them before T give a definite opinion on
them. I am glad the members for Ka.
tauning and West Perth, who have had
great experience on this question, have
decided to support this railway, and in.
tend to do all they possibly can to push
forward the development of the gold-
fields. I thionk they ure wise in doing so.
It does not matter what the future of
Western Aunstralia inay be, I contend
that the immediate future aud prosperity
of the State depends on pushing forward
the development of our goldiields and
getting a good return from the gold-
fields, 10 order that people settling on the
land will have w market at their door,

"4 Deceyner, 1906.]

and so that we will be able to open up °

agricultural centres. I am glad this

measure has received such little opposi- °

tion, and T hope that next session the
Government will take into consideration
the absolute necessities of other goldfields
for railway communication. I trust they
will bring in  measures to open up
other parts of the State, just as thev are
doiug to open up the Norseman district.

Mke. P. STONE (Greenough): I regret
I cannot see iny wuy to support this
motion. Tt is a matter T have been
pledged Lo oppose.  Tlook wt this railway
as one of the most dangerous lines that

could be built in the State, as affecting -

the interests of coastal towns and
agricultural districts. I look upen it as
the first section to Esperance.

Me. Horan: Nobody else does.

Mr. STONE: I think uneaély all who
have spoken have thought in their minds
ihat it would he an easy matter to con-
struct, the other section wheu this is
completed.  This matter has been before
Parliament some few years, and it was
threshed out pretty hotly. I had the
pleasure of perusing Admiralty charts
some few vears ago, and they showed
that it is almost impossible fo make a
safe harbour at Esperance without the
expenditure of something like a million
pounds. There are shoals and reefs
for about 30 to 40 wiles ont from the
coast. so that a system of lighthouses
would be needed to enable any hoat
lo get in; and when a boat does get
in there is no sheltered position. It
brings that part of the State close to
Svuth Australin, and the supplies for the
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Australia, and the market which our
farmers now enjoy will be lost. I know
this Bill will be carried by a large
wajority, still I have promised to vote
aguwinst the measure. It is aguinst the
best inturests of the towns in the coastal
districts and the farmers of the State
that the line should be built. We have
spent large sums of money settling people
on the land, and now by means of this
railway are cutting away from them their
mwarket. It is aserious undertaking, and
T feel called on to vote aguinst the Bill

Mz. J. EWING (Collie) : Exception
has been taken this evening by the mem-
ber for Chuemwunt to this measure, and
he has drawn attention to one aspect of
the question which I feel justified in
speaking on, the conlinuation of the line
to Esperance. I was a member of the
House three or four years ago, when this
wmatter was sharply discussed, and the
people on the goldfields and members of
Pariliament then made a mistake in bring-
ing forward Lhe construction of the
Esperance line in conjunction with the
construction of the Norseman line. 1
recognise that every portion of the State
deserves to be developed, and the Premier
in placing this question before us gave
such facts and figures as will justify
every member in giving support to the
proposition.  Farthermore, when the
Premier elaborated his speech, he stated
what must be clear to every member, that
the proposed railway is justified on its
merits. While voting for the constructiou
of the Coolgardie-Norseman line we do not
in uny way bind ourselves to vote for a
continuation of the line to Bsperance. I
should b sorry to be a member of the
House and pass Bills which would give
away the rights of any portion of the
State. From the facts and figures it is
evident that for the lust 13 or 14 years
people huve endeavoured to develop the
Norseman field with little success. It
dues not follow that because success has
not been attained that the Norseman
field wight not have been pretty well as
good as Kalgoorlie itself if it had been
developed. We had the gratifying
knowledge this afternoon from the
Premivr, that since this question bas
been put into tangible shape before the
country people are prepared to invest

goldtields will be brought irown South | their money in developing the Norseman
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goldfield. That is gratifying and I think |

members should lvok on the question
from the standpoint of the development
of the gold resources in this portion of
the State. I am gratified to know from
the Premier that the people in Norseman
themselves, those who have been working
there, even the miners he said and those
interested in the mines, bave found a
large awmount of money in developing
the properties there in that goldfield.
Rome was not bailt in a day, and no
doubt Peak Hill and other portions of
the State will get their just dues as time
goes by, The fact of the geographical
position of Norseman should not he a
question in the minds of members at this
juncture, but we should do something
for those liviug in the district. I would
not for a moment cast my vote for the
second reading of the Bill unless I was
perfectly sure from the information
supplied that the line wus justified, and
from the fact that in the minds of the
(Government there is no idea of a con-
tinuation of this line. Everyone who
has any practical knowledge must know
that in putting in half-round sleepers,
and with grades of 1 in 40, it is self-
evident that the Government bave not
any idea in view of continuing this live.
That being the case, and wishing to do
what I can to develop all portious of the
State, [ shall give my hearty support to
the Bill hefore the House.

M W. . ANGWIN (East Fre-
mantle) : This is o line that has Leen
under consideration for a considerable
time. Twelve months ago I had an
opportunity of reviewing the various
reports as to this railway, and I say the
report presented by the State Mining
Engincer was of such a nature that I
came to the conclusion that a railway
to Norseman was warranted.  We have
heard a good deal to-night in regard to
the requirernents of this field, but not a
word has been said in regard to the
annual loss to the State which will follow
on account of the cost of runving the
line. This is » point that members have
overlooked entirely, and consequently
their attention has been drawu away in

such w manner that otherwise would have

made them speak differently. A good
deal has been said to-night in regarvd to
the grade on this railway, the size of the

|
\
\
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sleepers, aud the rails to be used, and it
hus been argued that the line would not
be built through to the coust. We have
lsuown in the past of numbers of railways
where the grades have been altered and
new sleepers have been put in without
Parlinment ever heing consulted in the
matter. The same thing may oceur as
fiur as this railway is concerned. At the
same time the information which I have
before me would not warrant me in
voting against the second rewding of the
Bill. Every care should be taken to see
that this rallway, when constructed, shall
if possible be made a payable concern.
The officers of the department, when in-
specting the line, caine to the conelusion
that it would not pay. The conclusion
arrived at was that according to the
reports the district warranted a railway,
not altogether to Norseman bui for
the various cenfres en route. 1 think,
from the reports presented to the Gov-
ernment, dealing with that question,
that greater benefit will be derived
to the State from the centres en
roule to Norseman then from the Norse-
man field itself. As far as the trade of
the port of Tremantle is concerned, I do
not think that will be affected oue jota.
If the railway goes to BEsperance, as far
as Fremaatle is concerned 1 do not think
that line would uffect the port of Fre-
mantle in the least degree. I Lelieve the
people of the State will realise that if the
trade of Western Australia is to be pliced
in other channels outside Western Auns-
tralia some other steps will bave to he”
taken to convert the trade to onr own
SBtate. To the northern portion of the
State we have heavy shipping (reights,
and the time may arrive when we shall
have to run steamers of our own to
develop the trade in this State. I do
not think, therefore, that the railway will
hinder the trade in this State.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth): I move the
adjournment of the debate. We were
told that when these lines were brought
forward the plans and reports of the
engineers would be laid on the tuble.
They are not here, and for that reason I
move the adjournment.

Tue Premier: The plans und reports
are here.

Motion passed, the debute adjourned.
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BILL—DONNYBROOK-PRESTON VAL-
LEY ERAILWAY.

SECOND READING MOYVED.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Muore):
In recommending the proposal for the
construction of a line fromm Donnvbrook
to the Upper Blackwood wme Preston
Valley, I do so with every contfidence,
recognising that i& will pass through one
of 1he most favoured areas of the State
both as regards climate, soil, and rainfall,
I can speak of this line from an intimate
association with the locality in practisioyg
my profession as o surveyor, and alse in
reporting ou the limber forests in that
particular district on  behulf of the
Government some vears ago. The in-
formution which has been distributed
gives certain particulars in regard to the
probable cost of the coustruction, the
cost of the railway, the style of sleepers,
and the grade it is proposed we shall
have on this line.  From that wforma-
tion it will be seen the approximate
length of the line will be 50 miles. At
present, as shown on the plans, the pro-
posed terminal point will be in what is
known as Boyup Brook. Tt is pro-
posed, when the survey of the later
portion of the line has been made, the
terminal point of the railway should, if
practicable, be in the centre of a block
which has quile recently been forfeited
to the Government and reporvted on by
one of the ofticers of the department, Mr.
Inspector Thompson, who, in reporting
on this uren of 98,000 acres which has
heen classified, states thut there are
something like 40,600 acres of first-class
land in this block, 40,000 odd acres of
second-class land, while the balance is
third-class land. TFrom the statement
which has been supplied to  members,
it will be seen that with this line it is
proposed to make the ruling grade 1 in
40, und this is a very simple matter in
this particular live from the fact that
we are following the natural contour of
the country ; practically the whole of the
last 30 miles of the line follows the water-
shed of the Preston valley. \When the line
wus first mouvted it was proposed that the
linegshould be built i Preston Valley, but
after the survey was made it was con-
sidered by the Governmeat, in order to
aive proper facilities of transport to the
Greenbushes ficld, then in the early part

"4 Deceusen, 1906.]
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' of its existence, that it would be advis-
able to construct the line as near as pos-
sible following themain road from Donny-
brook to Bridgetown, although it was
represented by the engineers that the
Preston route would mean an increase of
some ten or twelve miles to Bridgetown
vie Upper Preston, That would mean
that the line would traverse a country
presenting very few engineering difteul-
ties, and the line, as far as haulage was
concerned, was far preferable to the one
built. from Donnybrock to Bridgetown.
Although the present line no doubt
. opened up a large area of good country

and serves the Grreenbhushes tinfields, yet
; the fact rewains that certain portions of
the line are sowething like 1,000 feet
above sea-level, whilst in sowe places it
fulls to 500 feet, and again at Bridge-
town the railway rises to about 1,000
feet. Hon. members will recognise that
the line, although it opens up a lot of
timber ¢country and carries a considerable
amount of traffic, still must necessarily
be a more expensive line to work than
this proposed line up the Preston Valley.
In regard to the proposed railway there
is little question as to route, for the
simple reason that it inust necessarily
follow the Preston Valley; and it does
follow the Preston Valley for something
like 30 miles and then falls into the
watershed of the Blackwood, the terminal
point, as I have said, Dleing in the
viciniby of what is known us the Boyup
Brook. From the informatian given it
will be perceived that the cost of con.
struction has been put down at £38,000,
while the rails and fastenings have been
estimated at £32,000. I consider the
estimate of cost of construction a very
liberal one indeed, and I am satisfied that
when the completed sections are out it |
will be found thut the engineers have
been able to reduce the earthworks very
considerably, thus reducing the cost of
the line. Asregards timber for construc-
tion purposes, this is practically available
over every foot of the line: and it has
‘ been arranged with people through whose

property the line goes that claims for

compensation shall not be made. A dis-

tinel  agreement to that effect will
into hetore the line is
huilt—that is, provided we do not

interfere with permanent improvements

J
( be entered
l I feel

such as houses or orchards.
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satisfied that this line will cost con-
siderably less than the amount shown
on the estimate. Hon. members will

perceive that the land under cultivation
this year represents something like 9,000

acres, the land cleared 16,900, and the !
land ringbarked something like 60,000 |

acres; while the population to be served
will be something like 1,600 souls. The
total area of the land within the influence
of the railway is 693,000 acres ; while the
land which has been classified is divided
into 60,000 acres of first-class, 86,400 of
second-class, and 352,000 acres of third-
class land. Regurding the question from
the freightage poiut of view, this Hne
must be placed 1 the forefront of all the
railway proposals we have brought down;
because I am satisfied that as soonas this
line is built it will open up a large area
of timber forests, which can be made

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Is. per load in the round—that is the
amount the Government now receive as
royalty. This will practically mean that
as soon as the line is opeued the timber
hewers will be able to get to work, and
will be able to land their sleepers on the
railway at a much cheaper rate than is
at present possible on any part of our
railway system. As T have stated, this
will be of much advantage to, and will
greatly stimulate the activities and oppor-
tunities of, the small timber-men; and it
is desirable in the best interests of the
State that we should as far as possible
encourage the small millowner and the
hewer. Therefore, as regards traffic, T
have placed this railway as the most
promising, becanse of its timber trade.
Apart from timber freightage, it will

* earn & greater revenue than can be looked

available to the timber getter at an early .

date. I have been assured by many
small millowners--Drysdale, Sexton, and
others—that they intend to commence
operations in these forests as soon as the
line is opened. At present there is a
15-load mill cutting along the Preston
Valley, and I am satisfied that four or
five other mills, with a capacity of at
least 100 loads per day, will be in full
operation shortly after the line iz built.
As the House is aware, very little timber
land is a6 present available within reach
of railway communication; very little
indeed is available for small companies,
large areas being held by some large
companies ; and under the conditions now
exigtent-—it will be remembered that no

for from any of the light railways now
before the country. In support of my
contention, I should like to uote certain
figures supplied by Mr. Inspector Brock-
man, who had some year or two ago an
opportunity of making an examination
and a classification of the land. As far
a8 timber is concerned, Mr. Brockman

- estimales that at the present day, ata

moderate computation, there is at least
1,600,000 loads of marketable timber
within eusy distance of this railway. T
have had an opportunity of seeing that

© forest myself, and it is indeed one

farther timber leases are to ba granted— .

any land taken up for timber purposes in
this district will be held nuder sawmilling
permit, which provides for a 10-years
. life to every mill, an area being
reserved proportionate to the cutting
capacity of the mill. This will do away
with any monopoly, and at the same time
will give the small millowner an oppor-
tunity of entering into competition for
the local trade more especially. In
addition, the sleeper hewers will have
ample opportunity to ply their crafs in
this particular district. An undertaking
has been obtained hy an officer of the
Forestry Department to the effect that
owners of jarrah land served by this rail-
way will sell their timber to the sleeper
hewers or small miliowners at the rate of

of the finest forests in our State, OQwiny
to the fact that it has beon so isolated
practically no timber at ull has been re-
moved from it, though a few very long
piles have been taken. Owing to the fuct
that in this locality jarrah grows to ex-
ceptional length, timber-getters have on
oceasions gone 20 and even 30 miles from
the present railwuy line to secure long
sticks for special work. Mr. Forest
Ranger Hastie, who has had an unusually
long experience of jarrah timber in Wes-
tern Australin, recently inspected this
particular district, and he reports: —
From the head of the Preston River the land

© beging to get light, and is timbered with

jrrreah, and jareah and redgum, This jarrah
country extends for about 18 miles along the
proposed route, some of which is held by
timber lessees, hut most of it is virgin conntry.
Referring  to this timber Mr. Forest
Ranger Hustie reported on the 4th Octo-
ber lagt:—

I have examined the back country from the
bhead of the Preston River and found there a
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forest of jacrrah, which is one of the finest T

{4 DecensEr, 1906.]

have met with in my experience. One portion '

of it, about 10 miles long and six miles wide,
is particularly valwable, and T estimate the
capabilities of this patch at botween 10 and 12
loads to the ncre. Indeed, [ noticed patehes of
this particular holt that would yield as high
as 4 loads in the round. There are trees that
range fromr GO feet to Y0 fect to the first
branch—not one, but hundreds,

And this statement I can confirm from
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recently settled there and bought an im-
proved property, with 35 acres under
crop, expects an average of 500 cases, or
a total of 17,500 cases; so that out of a

. total of 350 acres, taking a fair average

personal knowledge. Apart from any other .

consideration, with such a magunificent

belt of timber to open up, there can be

little doubt that this railway will
pay interest and sinking fund even
from the start. These promising dis-
tricts, the Upper Preston and the Tpper
Blackwood, have been retarded through
lack of transport facilities. Tt will
be seen from the figures I bave referred
to that 187,000 acres have been alienated,
the settlers holding on an average 900
acres per man. The largest holding in the
district served by this railway, some 4,000
acres, i3 held by Mr. Walters, who is a
most progressive settler. Therefore, it
may justly be claimed that the land is
well distributed, and that no land mono-
polies will be enhanced in value by the
carrying out of this proposition. Not
more than a dozen setilers hold over
1,000 acres; and on the land taken up,
considering the heavy nature of the
clearing, excellent work 1s being done.
In the Preston Valley alone 350 acres are
onder orchard, and aoother 1,250 acres
have been cleared in preparation. These
figures are of value only as showing what
can be done under adverse circumstances
by settlers whose holdings are more or
less remotely situated. With farther
reference to the fact that some 350 acres
in the Valley are given over to fruit-
growing, I may state these orchards vary
from one acie up to 70 acres. I find
there are along the proposed line no
fewer than 47 settlers with orchards on
their properties. The largest is that of
Mr. Walters, contuining 70 acres. He
expects this season to take 500 cases per
acre off that orchard, or a total of
35,000 cases. Mr. Smnith, a resident
some ten miles along the Valley, has 30
acres under orchard, and expects to reap
a total of 12,000 cuses. Mr. Lyon has
30 acres of orchard, and expects an
average of 550 cases per acre, or a total
of 16,500 cases; while Mr. Martin, who

of 500 cases per acre, it i3 expected that
there will be at least 175,000 cases of
fruit this year. While the area of land
under fruit is comparatively small, thisis
one of the most important economicussets
of these districts. Most of the orchards
have not yet reached the bearing stage;
but in three or four vears I am satisfied
the output will be doubled. The appla
industry promises to develop into im-
portance, and each vear will show an
imrreased  output for the railway to
handle. In their planting, these or.
chardists have started on right lines,
hencfiting by the cxperience of other
States in the selection of their fruit
trees. The reception given to the trial
ghipment of apples sent to the old
country last vear, and also the reception
given in Gennany, are evidence that we
have a big futnre in our apple trade, and
it is our duty to encourage as much as
possible this particular brunch of our in-
dustries. Another feature of this railway
proposal is that the traffic will be regular
and well sustained, and will not be so
wuch characterised by the violent rush
for a few months, followed Ly u period of
compatative stagnation, which distin-
guishes the wheat trade. The district is
essentially one adapted for mized farm-
g, and in this connection it is interesting
to note that the Valley setilers own
sowething like 16,000 sheep, each man
having a small flock: only a few average
more than 1,000 head, the district average
being between 200 and 400 head. This
is essentially encouraging for the future,
and shows how suceessfully mixed farm-
ing is being practised throughout this
district. In New Zealand the small
farmer, the man with a few huudred
sheep, iz the backbone of the freeziug
industry. which is worth 10 that colony
£6,000,000 per annum, an amount
almost equal to our gold yield. Hon.
members may rest satisfied that in the
near fature this State 1s bound to
become a great meat-exporting country;
and I look to the frozen-lamb irade to
make it that. ‘7The settlers not only in
this Valley, but all those within the
influence of the railway will bevefit so



3390  Preston Valley Railway

far as the frozen-lamb trade is concerned.
In the Valley we find that the farmer
whose holding has been improved at all
can keep 13 sheep to the acre. When
the holdings have heen properly grassel
and fenced into gmall paddocks, there
should be no difficulty in going as high
as two sheep to the acre. The cultivation
of such grasses as paspalum dilatatom,
which thrives luxuriantly io this district,
is evidence that with the assistance of
these grasses, districts which have a good
" rainfall will be able to increase largely
the carrying capacity of their holdings.
This particular district is essentially fit-
ted for root crops all along the Valloy,
There are something like 4,000 or 5,000
acres which are sufliciently moist all the
year withont irrgation to be arailable for
potato cultivation. In regard to the
dairying industry there is very little done
in this district. Sowething like 200 or
300 cows have been kept, but there is
nothing to stop anyone with the necessary
cuterprise and energy from embarking in
dairying. There is nothing to stop them
from making a very excellent livelihood.
The Valley as a whole is particularly
adapted for this branch of farming. I
refer principally to what may be known
as the lower portion of the line, that is
the valley of the Preston. With regard
to what may be termed the Upper Black-
wood portion of the line, the possibility
for intense sheep culture is very great,
and the very fact that a large proportion
of this land was held under peison lease
has really been u blessing in disguise, for
if had it not been held for poison lease
it would have meant that we should bave
had very large holdings, instead of as at
the present time land which can be made
available in greatly veduced areas. In
regard to the particular portion which 1
have referved to as baving been recently
classified, at the risk of wearying the
House T should like to just briefly quote
from some remaris of Inspector Thomp-
son, who was authorised to make this
classification. He reports as to the
98,000 acres which he has inspected, the
land contained in late P.P.R. 8/261 and
the land adjoining :--

I find there are 40,600 acres of first-class
lands out of the total area, and I consider that
I have under-estimated the area rather than
over-cstimated it.  The quality of this class
of Jand varies: in some places it is n rich red

[ASSEMBLY.)
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I loam, and the rest a dark sandy loam. Por.
tions of it are low-lying, and conscquently
! wet in winter ; this is on sccount of the
gullies being "flat und no defined water-
courzes on them, and the water spreads all
over these Hats, which arve in some cases over
40 chains wide. There would be no Qifficulty
in regard to deaining ns there is ample fall to
" the river. A plough furrow would be suffi-
cient run down the centre of the gully, as the
water would there make a channel for itself.
The soil on these flats is chiefly n dark sandy
loam, with a good clay subseil, and would be
adapted for growing cereals cte., and would
in my opinion be most suitable for dairying,
and with slight ierigation would grow root
crops. That splendid fodder grass paspaluam
dilatatum should grow well here, as 1 am told
that these flats are more or less wet the
greater part of the summer. That this grass
thrives well in this locality is evidenced
by a plot which Mr. G. Meagher, who
holds land a.d_]ommg, showed me, where he
has Dbeen experimenting with this grass
on more inferior soil, and it appeared to
be firmly established and was doing well.
. That the land in this particular
parb will grow cereals to perfection has been
and is being proved year after year, for on
the Dinninup and Boyup Brook I have seen
grops grown without any manures quite equal
to any grown slong the Great Sounthern Rail-
way or in the Eastern districts with manure.
For immigrants from England or
elsewhere T consider it is an ideal spot, that
is with railway communication within casy
distance, for without that these districts must
remain purely grazing districts, for the follow-
ing reagons: (a.) Clearing. The clearingon
a large area of the first-class land is very
light, being blackboys and a few fooded
gums, in some cases ouly three or four
of the latber to an acre; the blackboys only
awvould have to be cleared or chopped down,
- and the plough could go between and
around the trees for the first year or two. The
s0il also is land that can be easily worked.
(8.} Water Supply. There is a never-failing
supply of good fresh waler in the pools which
arec permanent in the Blackwood River, some
of these pools being three or four miles around
them, and water conld be obtained almost
anywhere in the back country by sinking at a
reasonable depth. When the country is ring-
barked most of these flat gullivs should con-
tain watev mearly all the year round or at
least be very neav the surface. ‘The
earrying capabilities of this land for stock
haveo been proved to be equal to if not better
than other lands in the South-West or Grea
Southern districts even in its natural state,
and tropicnl grasses shomld grow on the wet
flats along the gollies, while vape, cocksfoot,
and other grasses would grow on the *“high™
lands adjoining.

T do not wish to quote the whole of Mr.
Thompson’s remarks. but just wn indica-
tion of what he considers the quality of
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the land in that parblicular distriet. I
have also referred to the question of
poison plant which, as I have stated, is
responsible for the fact that the land has
been closed fromn settlement to u wvery
large extent.  And referring to this ques-
tion of poison plant he states:—

There are two classes of poisen plants, the
York Road and bloem poison, growing on the
arca; in some places the York Koad is very
thick, but does not cover, even in the worst
places, a laviger area than 10 acres; in others
1t i3 seattered about, up a gully or ajong a
spur, while a very large proportion of the
aren has no poison on it at all. I do not
conzider that it will be hard to eradicate the
poison plants when the land is settled, and
do not think there is ™ poison” in suficient
quantity to debar anyone from selecting any
part of the area.  The fact of so much stoek
running on these lands continuolly, and it is
now the worst time of the year, proves that it
is even now fairly safe to depasture stock on.

Mr. Thompson, in conelusion, makes a
recommendation in regard to certain
subdivisien of this particular urea, for
which instructions will be given almost
immediately. He recommends that the

(4 Decenser, 19061
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" taken up menns that at least £500 must

be spent within the next ten years to
enable a person to hold the land. But it
also follows that it is necessary for him

: to expend considerably more than £500 to

malke o success of his holding, so that the
mere fact of giving railway facilities to
this particular district will mean that the
land recently taken np will be greatly
improved thercby, giving employment to

¢ a considerable numher of men; whilst at

whole area he refers to, the 98,000 acres,

he cut up into blocks varying insize from
500 acres te 1,000 acres, which will mean
that, given railway facilities, this land,

which was practically worth to the Crown |
from 5s. to 7s. per acre, we shall be able .

to dispose of readily at double the price.
Consequently for that reason alone I

think 1t is a very big argument in regurd

to the advisability of
this line.
in the Upper Blackwood country numbers
of seitlers are diligently striving to make
the land reproductive in fuce of the

constructing
As I bave pointed out,

awkward fact that very often to a large

extent their «fforts have been defeated
owing to their being somelhing like 50
miles from a railway. Last winter owing
to the boggy nature of the roads iu that
vicinity as much ag 2s. per ton was paid
for transport for 40 or 50 miles ip con-
sequence of the great dificulty experienced
in getting material frow the railway on
to the stations which are being im-
proved. It may beinteresting to pote that
in this particular district during the last,
12 months no less than 50,496 acres have
been selected, 21,428 acres under Section
55, and 24,586 acres under Section 58,
whilst there are something like 3,840 acres
under Section 74. In ihis connection itis
well toremember that every thousand acres

the same time it will mean increased
traffic to the railway. T do not wish to
detain the Housue at any greater length in
connection with this propesition, but I
should like in conclusion to say that this
line if constineted will open up extensive
areas of pood land favoured with o
generous and reliable rainfall, and we
will have the unmique opportunity of
making homes for a great and prosperons
people in this particolar district, who
ure prepared to build their homes and
rear their families in these favoured
localities, and who will be prepared to
transform what is now a forest 1mto pro-
ductive areas. I have great pleasure
indeed in recommending this proposal
to the favourable consideration of the
House, and I move the second reading of
the Bill.

On motion
adjouroed.

by Mr. Baru, delate

BILL—GREENHILLS-QUAIRADING
RAILWAY,

SECOND READING MOVYED.

Tee DMINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. J. Price): In introducing this
Bill to the House 1 wish to state that
information in connection with this line
appears on lhe sheet which hus been
distributed to members this afternoon.
I think they may take it thatif anything,
the fignres there are under-estimated.
They have heen  prepared with the
ureatest care, and are Lhe result of per-
sonal investigation by officers of my
department, It is well known to all
members that iv connection with this
line there is a difference of opinion us to
the route which should he adopted. I
think that any route east from Green-
hills wonld have heen a fairly satisfactory

" one, but I want the House to understand

clearly that this difference of local
opinion has only led the Goverument
more carefully to consider what route
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should ultimately be adopted. This line,
as members will be aware, is an extension
of some 30 miles of the present York-
Greenhills line, and that being so we
may reasonubly expect that the running
expenses of this line will not be as heavy
us they would be if the line were a sepa-
rate and distinet spur line.  Already we
have traffic running from York to Green-
hills, and the same rolling-stock will to a
very large extent serve this extension of
the railway. Two routes were under
consideration, one surveyed by Mr. Bur-
nett, and the other by Mr. Brockman.
The route surveyed by Mr. Burneft has
its termination some five miles north
of the termination at present sugpgested.
That would bring the area in between
the easterlv extension of the Greenhills
line somewhat too near to the goldfields
line to get a proper use of the various
lines running into that loeality. These
reports were submitted to Mr. Move,
the inspector of lines in the Avoun dis-
trict, who affer much consideration re-
ported in favour of Mr Brockman’s
route. The two alternative routes were
put before Mr. Muir, and he also decided
in favour of this oue which the Govern-
ment have adopted ; so the House will

understand that the very fact of this |
local difference of opinion has led the

Government to be extremely careful as

to the ronte which shuuld be adopted. |

Mr. Brockman in his report on this

route says in referring to Mr. Burnett's |

route that it runs through a considerable

amount of sandplain; butin so far as !
this particular route is selected, the one

surveyed by Mr. Brockman, it runs
practically through good country for the
whole way. Members may also be glad

to learn that this country has been -

personally inspected by the Premier,
who has inquired on the spot into
the merits of the two respective routes ;

so I do not think we can be charged with !

having in anv way neglected to satisty
ourselves as to the best route lowards the
eastern portion of this district. The
country is well known to members and
the public generally as one of the best
wheat-producing  areas in  the Stale.
There are 210,000 acres already alienated,
within the influence of the railway.
is only fair to the House to point out

that in this area are five large holdings '

amonnting in all to some 48,000 acres.
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These include Dangin and Dorakin, 15,000
acres; Cubbine, 12,000; and Carolling,
9,000; but by far the largest portion of
the settled country in this district is held
by small farmers. Under the influence
of the railway nre 269,000 acres open to
selection. On this area are some 220
vesident scttlers, the total population
being 750. More than 260,000 acres are
already classified for selection. The
survey is practically completed, and will
he finished by Clhristmas. The maps on
the wall give most exhaustive informa-
tion as to the various classes of country,
distioguishing clearly between first-class,
second-class, third-class, and unclassified
land, and showing the land already alien-
ated.  As illustrating the difficulties
encountered in selecting the route, I may
mention that the petitions received from
different parts of the district bave been
most carefully analysed. In one contain-
ing 167 signatures 27 only were those of
landholders affected by the line, the
balance comprising those of persous in no
way interested, and of wmembers of
owuers’ families. Every care was taken
*that the best route should be selected.
' There are 12,000 acres alveady under
cultivation in this avea; and it 1is
only reasonable tv suppose it will yield
at least some 4,000 tons of produce
, this year. WNext year it is anticipated
20,000 acres additional will come under
| cultivation, bringing the probable return
for that year (o some 12,000 tons. I
i have all the more confidence in recom.
mending this line, hecause it is an exten-
sion of an already existing spar line.
Me. Barm: Buot that is a nonpaying
spur line.
Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is a nonpaying spur line hecause it is so
short;; and the very fact that we tack 30
miles on to it by this extension. which
i will go through somne of the best wheat-
growing country in the State, will do
wuch to make the line a payable pro-
position throughout its whole length, I
, think it hus been admitted on ull hands
that such lines cannot be expected to pay
interest and sinking fund from the start;
butundeubtedly there is every probability,
almost a certainty, that this line will pay
considerably more than working expenses.
If members will look at the table fur-
nished to them, they will find some
122,250 acres have already been ring-




Quairading Rnilway.

barked. We all know that is simply the
preliminary step towards bringing the
land weder cultivation.  This is in every
sense i wheat and chafi-growing area;
and I feel sure that in passing the Bill
we shall add to our railway system a line
which in the near future may he relied
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on with u fair degrec of certainty to -

become a reasonahly paying proposition,
Moreover, it will give railway facilities to
many settlers now located at distances so
great from the existing railway as almost
to prohibit them from carrying on their
ordinary avocation with profit to them-
selves, I commend the line to the
favourable notice of the House; and if
members desire any other information I
shall be glad to give it in replying. 1
move that the Bill be now reud a second
time.

On motion
adjourned.

by Mr. Barm, debate

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Pgeurer: Railway Plans,
Greenhills-Quairading, Coolgardie-Norse-
man, Dounybrook-Upper Blackwood,

ADJOURNMEXNT.

On motion by the PreMIER, the House
adjourned at seven minutes past 10
o'clock, uniil the next evening at 7-30
o'clock.

€
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Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
7-30 o'clock pm,

PrAvERS.

SITTING DAYS, EXTRA.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY

" (Hon. J. 1. Connolly) moved—

That for the remainder of the sessiop, in
addition to the prescnt days of sitting, the
House do meet for the despatch of business on
Mondays and Fridays at 430 p.m., and sit
until 6:30 p.n., and from 7-30 p.m. onwards.
He was moving the motion in ease it
might be necessary to sit next Friday
aud on Monday. The Government hoped,
as they had already aonounced, to be
able to close the session on the 13th
December, and in order to do that it was
thought well to provide that we should
sit on Fridays and Mondays in addition
to the duys on which we already sat. Of
course, if there was no business and no
necessity to sit on Monday, the House
would not meet; but this motion was
moved so that in case of necessity the
House could sit.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE.

On motion by the Hon. J. T. GLowrEy,
leave of absence for the remainder of the
session granted to the Hon. W, Qats, on
the ground of ill health.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Reud a third time and passed.

BILL—LOAN, .£2,467,000.
SECOND READING MOVED.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. D. Connolly): It gives me
much pleasure to move the second read-
ing of this Bill, which is part of the



